St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary Schocf

NEWSLETTER

Thursday, 22nd October 2026

A message from Mrs.
Rawlinson

4 )

Thank you so much for your generosity and
kindness shown in donating to our local
foodbank as part of our Harvest celebration
this week.

These acts of kindness help bring to life the
values of Catholic Social Teaching, helping our
children understand the importance of
compassion, service, and prayer for those in
need.

Well done to the children for their exceptional
behaviour, reading and singing during our
Harvest Mass today.

This week’s Gospel Value

4 G ratitUde ) As always, thank you to the adults in helping us
to escort the children safely there and back.
In this week’s Celebration of the Word, we Your time and assistance is greatly valued by
thought about the word ‘gratitude’ and all everyone.
of the things we have in our lives that we Thank you.
should be grateful for. \. y

\ ) . N
Music ?
’ Upcoming Events N e

Our Foundation Subject focus
this week has been Music,
with children developing their

musical skills, exploring E
different sounds and enjoying
opportunities to sing, play and

perform. Ask your child what
they have enjoyed learning
about in Music this week.
After half term, our focus will
move to History.

Cinema trips
The children will be visiting the cinema during next
half term. Mrs Rawsthorne has secured free tickets as
part of the Intu Film Festival which runs during /
November.
Y1, Y2, Y3 will watch Hoppers on 17th November
Y4, Y5 & Y6 will watch Super Mario on
18th November
Thank you to the PTFA for making this trip possible by [
paying for the coach transport, meaning there is no
cost to parents.

\
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Beckets’ Out of Hours Club # Christmas Fayre Raffle Prizes

) ) - 4 Needed # )
To help us manage staffing, we kindly ask
parents to book out-of-hours clubs as far in We will have a raffle during the Christmas
advance as possible. On the day bookings are Fayre and are currently sourcing raffle prizes.

If any parents, family or friends are able to
offer a prize, or know of any businesses who
could, wed be really grateful. Ideally, prizes
would be products or vouchers that can be
raffled, or businesses could donate vouchers
for shops, restaurants, cafés or pubs.

for emergencies only. Money should be on the
account to cover the session cost along with
the £2.50 late booking charge.
Advance bookings help us plan numbers
effectively and provide the best experience for
everyone.
Thank you. Any prizes can be left at the school office.
Thank you for your support. £

. /. /

Year 4 Sacramental Booklets and ~N
preparation

Our Year 4 children will soon begin their Sacramental journey as they prepare to receive the Sacrament of
Forgiveness (First Confession) and the Sacrament of the Eucharist (First Holy Communion).

This year the preparations will run as they did last year.
Last year proved to be very successful as it involved parents and school working together in preparing the
children for this important stage in their faith journey.

To explain and to give further information, there will be a short meeting for parents and carers of Year 4
children on
Monday, 2nd November at 3pm in the school hall.

4 @) HENRY 5-111S GOING ONLINE! 49

N

Our FREE Healthy Families: Growing Up programme is coming to you online! ™

7 Starting 2nd November 2026
 10am-12 noon
6 weeks
™ Online & FREE!

Join us from the comfort of your own home and explore simple, practical ways to support a healthy, happy family.

\ 7\

FREE slow cooker or air fryer for every participant who completes the programme.
Spaces are limited - Book your place here:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/healthy-families-growing-up-online-programme-tickets-1998876941741?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
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- ‘ EYFS Appeal for Resources —

We would be really grateful for any of the following items you may have finished with at home:

* Whisks

» Wooden spoons

» Wicker baskets

» Wooden bowls

* Metal bowls

e Metal/ Plastic cups and plates

» Weighing scales

» Old fabric/material

» Old hats, scarves, ties, handbags, purses, wallets, etc

» Old costume jewellery such as bracelets, beads, watches, rings
» Old technology such as cameras, clocks, torches, remote controls, mobile telephones, etc
e Children’s umbrellas

e Dress up costumes

e Old suitcases

e Tape measures

e Tarpaulin

« Tin cans (please make sure there are no sharp edges)

» Log slices

» Battery operated fairy lights, torches, battery operated candles
 Plastic storage boxes with lids

o Cable reels

e Garden stones or gravel

e Carpet tubes

* Rolls of wallpaper

e Toy garage

Many thanks for all your help!
Mrs Horrocks and Mrs Woodwa
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New Intake 2027

If you have a child due to start school or Nursery in September 2027 and
are considering
St. Thomas of Canterbury as one of your choices, then please come
along to our new admission meetings. These will give you all the
information you need to help you make your choices and give you a
flavour of what school life is like here at St. Thomas of Canterbury.
Prospective parents are warmly welcome to visit school on:
- Tuesday, 3rd November at 9.30am

Tuesday, 17" November at 4pm
Wednesday, 18"

4 Attendance h

Good attendance and punctuality at school is not just valuable —
it is essential.

For week ending Thursday, 22" October 2026 the whole school attendance is 95.9%
Reception = 99.5%

Year 1=94.1%

Year 2 = 96%

Year 3 = 98.5%
Year 4 = 91.7%
Year 5 = 94%
Year 6 = 97.7%

www.st—thomasofc’é':ﬁicerbury.st—helens.sch.uk/ 01744 621380



PTFA NEWS: TOGETHER WE SHINE!

A Christmas Fayre — we need your support! &

Our Christmas Fayre is fast approaching!

Join our planning meeting on Wednesday 4th November, 7pm at The Abbey. We
need as many attendees as possible to help deliver the event to its usual high
standard.

Without enough volunteers, the fayre may have to be scaled back considerably —
and it is usually our biggest fundraiser of the year.

We hope to see you at the meeting! ' &

A heartfelt thank you

A huge thank you to Siobhan Kays & Lucy Gibson, who are stepping down from
their current PTFA roles this year. Thankfully, they will still be very much part of our
PTFA family!

Your time, energy and commitment over the years have made a huge difference to
school life and, most importantly, to the experiences and opportunities our
children have enjoyed.

So many activities, events and special moments have been possible because of
your hard work and dedication. Thank you for everything you have done, and
continue to do, for our school.

(&) Halloween Disco — what a success!

£588.82 raised for our school! #

We're absolutely delighted! Thank you to all the parents, PTFA members and
volunteers who gave up their time to organise, set up, run and tidy away after the
event. &




Important dates for Your Diary

November

2nd - Return to school start of Autumn term 2

3rd - Reception/Nursery Intake 2027 parents open day (9.30am)
11th - Information session for January 2027 Nursery intake (3.30pm)
13th - Own clothes day for donations to Christmas Fayre

16th - Odd Socks Day - Anti Bullying Campaign

17th - Y1-Y3 Cinema Trip

17th - Reception/Intake 2027 parents open day (4pm)

18th - Y4-Y6 Cinema Trip

19th - Y4 Liverpool World Museum Trip

20th - Own clothes day for donations to Christmas Fayre

25th - Y2 World of Glass Trip

27th - PTFA Christmas Fayre (3.30pm)

December

1 - Rock Steady Concert (2.30pm)

2" _ Advent Mass (11am in Church)

4™ — Choir to visit Dementia Cafe for Carols (9.30am)
7™ - KS1 Nativity (time TBC)

8™ - EYFS Nativity (Reception & Nursery) 9.15am

9™ - KS1 Nativity (time TBC)

9™ - EYFS Nativity (Reception & Nursery) 2pm

14th - Altru Drama - Alice in Wonderland Performance
15th - KS2 Christmas Service (time TBC)

16 - Breakfast with Santa (8am)

18th - End of Autumn term 2 (1.30pm finish)




What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

DEEPFAKES

‘ A deeplake is a piece of artificial intelligence (Al) trickery designed to make you believe that a

person has said or done samething they haven't. Al models are able to use oudio, video and

phetes of a subject to preduce misleading mimies. inlthally unsephisticated and sasy to spat,
WHAT ARE desplakes are impraving every day. And with the spread of user-friendly Al it's easier than ever
THE RISKS? . far children to make their swn, or be the unsuspecting target of them.

BULLYING RISY. | Oy ' FAKED CELEBRITY o
bl = ENDORSEMENTS 2
Al has got sasier to use and more

|
it @ “gift” to bullies. A With the technology getting sasier ts use
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FAKE FAMILY Veo QP | oy
SCAMS ot EXTORTION RISK

With a few secends of audio — from an
rarn el o TIKTok — scarmmsrs can Yoru Friight mot e the one Delng tricked by

Elons 8 peraan’s vales, They car then ues ) a deeplake — you could alse be the star of

this to scam relotives with phane call it Bigckmail videos dre g obd ax llirm e,

osking far maney ar ossistance. Thisis o & But with desplake lechnalagy you den

muwhmmuﬂhm r hionve to hvave dane anything wrong to be

FEI réparting 32,000 such cases in 2025, torget. A deepioke video showing o person

M*Hmmu“ﬂmfﬂhﬂm in an uncompromizing position could
rrenlon thee victim pay up, sven whsn the
eartant never hoppand.
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@;_ Advice for Parenl:s & Educators

’ E paliticiars appear 1o da of say things to

,,“,_mﬂﬁﬁ*

- — .. -
KEEP PROFILES PRNATE mnw WHAT TO LOOK FOR @

Ta moke a corpvircing despio ke, you reed o supply of images, audie or vides of the While despiakes are getting Horder i spal, thers ane still beltole sigra to ook out dor.
wubjitt, That maans that moat nore-cslebrity victimn are torgeted via sociol madia D phe ki ereation tan bidve Biury edges and Miekbesing biebunis, e picialy areund
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USE RESEARCH AND COMMON SENSE R TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN

Evir pariect desp tokes rely oh TFust, 50 thini e Amedlly. [ 10 sirebhe you KRew #inwel| nemiphasising the need far ‘aryd o not bnast pyerything they
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Meet Qur Expert -

Alon Martin is an sxperienced technology jeurnaiist who hos — .
written for the likes of Thve Guardian, The Telegraph, The |, Wired, T National
Tiet: i Rada e, Tarn's ml-u,mem.aum and The Bow "F"' .

Ftoteeman. "" e . ’
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