St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary SchocT

NEWSLETTER

Friday, 16th October 2026

[ This week’s Gospel Value ]

L °
( Invitation )
In this week'’s Celebration of the Word, we thought about
the word ‘invitation” and how some invites are more
important than others. Then we understood how the
most important invite is God’s invitation to spend time
with Him. We show this in the kind things we do and say
to each other every day.
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Upcoming Events

Parents evening.

Parents evening for the autumn term will be held on -
Wednesday, 21st October from 1.30 - 6.00pm

The purpose of these meetings is to discuss how your
child has settled into their new class and any specific
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targets they have.

Please do book a timeslot to meet with your child’s
teacher.

www.st-thomaso

nterbury.st-helens.sch.uk/

A message from Mrs.
Rawlinson

On Tuesday, | had the privilege to welcome
prospective parents to school, explain what life
is like at St. Thomas of Canterbury and give a
guided tour of our setting.

Thanks to Orlaith, Austin, Emily and Arthur for
helping on the day.

Choosing the right primary school is such a big
decision to make and we are here to help you
make that decision for your little ones.

Our forthcoming new intake meetings will be on:
Tuesday, 3" November at 9.30am.
Tuesday, 17" November at 400pm

Wednesday, 18" November at 4.30pm

We look forward to seeing you there. )

Languages -French | ——

Our Foundation Subject focus this week has
been MFL - French, with children developing
their language skills, learning new vocabulary
and practising speaking and listening. Ask
your child about the French words and
phrases they have been learning. Next week,
our focus will move to Music.
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School disco

~ . .
A great time was had by the children - :
. : . Harvest Festival Celebration
during our school disco this week. -
The children enjoyed dancing in the hall We will be collecting donations of food and
. . . . toiletries for our local foodbank in St Helens.
and having treats and drinks with their
friends. These items will help families within our own local
community.
Children are invited to bring in their foodbank
Many thanks to the PTFA who organised donations d“””% 12igvz'ek beginning 19th
the event to raise much needed funds for
hild Donated items can include:
\_ our children. ) tinned goods
packet goods
shower gel
Beckets’ Out of Hours period products
( \ shampoo
> coffee
To help us manage staffing, we kindly ask tea
parents to book out-of-hours clubs as far in pasta
advance as pf)SSIb|e. On the day booklngs are We are so grateful for your continued kindness
for emergencies OnIY- Money should be on the and generosity, it truly makes a difference to
account to cover the session cost along with those around us.

the £2.50 late booking charge.

Together, we can make a real difference and help

Advance bOOkith help us plan numbers brighten up the lives of others this Harvest.
effectively and provide the best experience for
everyone. S J
Thank you.
. Y J
Year 4 Sacramental Booklets and
(" preparation

Our Year 4 children will soon begin their Sacramental journey as they prepare to receive the Sacrament of
Forgiveness (First Confession) and the Sacrament of the Eucharist (First Holy Communion).
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This year the preparations will run as they did last year.
Last year proved to be very successful as it involved parents and school working together in preparing the
children for this important stage in their faith journey.

To explain and to give further information, there will be a short meeting for parents and carers of Year 4
children on
Monday, 2nd November at 3pm in the school hall.
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- ‘ EYFS Appeal for Resources —

We would be really grateful for any of the following items you may have finished with at home:

* Whisks

» Wooden spoons

» Wicker baskets

» Wooden bowls

* Metal bowls

e Metal/ Plastic cups and plates

» Weighing scales

» Old fabric/material

» Old hats, scarves, ties, handbags, purses, wallets, etc

» Old costume jewellery such as bracelets, beads, watches, rings
» Old technology such as cameras, clocks, torches, remote controls, mobile telephones, etc
e Children’s umbrellas

e Dress up costumes

e Old suitcases

e Tape measures

e Tarpaulin

« Tin cans (please make sure there are no sharp edges)

» Log slices

» Battery operated fairy lights, torches, battery operated candles
 Plastic storage boxes with lids

o Cable reels

e Garden stones or gravel

e Carpet tubes

* Rolls of wallpaper

e Toy garage

Many thanks for all your help!
Mrs Horrocks and Mrs Woodwa

www.st-thomasofCanterbury.st-helens.sch.uk/ 01744 621380




New Intake 2027
If you have a child due to start school or Nursery in September 2027 and
are considering
St. Thomas of Canterbury as one of your choices, then please come
along to our new admission meetings. These will give you all the
information you need to help you make your choices and give you a
flavour of what school life is like here at St. Thomas of Canterbury.
Prospective parents are warmly welcome to visit school on:

- Tuesday, 3rd November at 9.30am
Tuesday, 17" November at 4pm

Wednesday, 18"

Attendance

Good attendance and punctuality at school is not just valuable —
it is essential.
For week ending Friday, 16™ October 2026 the whole school attendance is 98.7%
Reception = 98.8%
Year 1=99.5%
Year 2 =100%
Year 3 = 98.9%
Year 4 = 98.5%
Year 5 = 96.5%
Year 6 = 98.9%

01744 621380

www.st-thomasofCanterbury.st-helens.sch.uk/




PJ Day for Alder HeyI

Two children from Year 5 have shown
Catholic Social Teaching in action by
showing kindness and compassion for
others. They want to help Alder Hey even
further (after last year’'s assembly from the
Alder Hey team). They want to organise a
PJ day for Alder Hey.

For £1 each, the children will be allowed to
wear PJ's/loungewear/jogging bottoms and
Tee shirts for school on Tuesday, 20"
October.

All money raised will go towards Alder Hey
Children’s Hospital.



Important dates for Your Diary

October

20th October - PJ Day for Alder Hey

21st - Parents afternoon (from 1.30pm)

22nd - Harvest Mass at church (11.00am)
22nd - End of Autumn term 1(3.20pm finish)

November

2nd - Return to school start of Autumn term 2

3rd - Reception/Nursery Intake 2027 parents open day (9.30am)
11th - Information session for January 2027 Nursery intake (3.30pm)
13th - Own clothes day for donations to Christmas Fayre

16th - Odd Socks Day - Anti Bullying Campaign

17th - Y1-Y3 Cinema Trip

17th - Reception/Intake 2027 parents open day (4pm)

18th - Y4-Y6 Cinema Trip

19th - Y4 Liverpool World Museum Trip

20th - Own clothes day for donations to Christmas Fayre

25th - Y2 World of Glass Trip

27th - PTFA Christmas Fayre (3.30pm)

December

1 - Rock Steady Concert (2.30pm)

2" - Advent Mass (11lam in Church)

4™ — Choir to visit Dementia Cafe for Carols (9.30am)
7™ - KS1 Nativity (time TBC)

8™ - EYFS Nativity (Reception & Nursery) 9.15am

o™ - KS1 Nativity (time TBC)

9™ - EYFS Nativity (Reception & Nursery) 2pm

14th - Altru Drama - Alice in Wonderland Performance
15th - KS2 Christmas Service (time TBC)

18th - End of Autumn term 2 (1.30pm finish)
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