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Growing Together in God's Love

St. Thomas of Canterbury Catholic
Primary School
Friday, 17th April 2026

This week’s Gospel theme:
“When Jesus was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke itand

he disappeared from their sight”

Welcome back to the summer term of this academic year!

This week, we were delighted to welcome some very special visitors to school. The children had the won-

derful opportunity to meet chickens, rabbits, goats, guinea pigs—and even the cutest little lamb! Our Early

Years children especially enjoyed being able to cuddle and stroke the animals. A huge thank you to Acorn
Farm for bringing such a lovely experience to us.

We have ended the week with a truly special Spirituality Day. Each class visited different classrooms
throughout the day, taking part in a range of activities focused on spirituality and faith. It has been a fantas-
tic day, and I’m sure the children have enjoyed it just as much as the staff.

Before Easter, | shared a questionnaire with parents, and | have since taken time to review the responses

and reflect on the thoughtful feedback provided. Over the coming days and weeks, you will begin to see
how we have listened and responded through a ‘You said, we did’ approach.

Thank you to everyone who took the time to contribute—your input is greatly valued.

Finally, we have a vacancy for teacher/SENDCo. Please follow the link for further information and
feel free to share with anyone who may be interested in this exciting opportunity. Thanks.

St Helens Borough Council | Jobs | Search here for your perfect career - Job Information | Apply for Teacher -
SENDCO

T N N N N N N N

began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and
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Luke 24:13-35

Parents Forum

The next parents’ forum meeting will take place on Monday 18th May at 4:30pm.
During the meeting, there will be opportunities to:

e Find out about and discuss the questionnaire results
e Learn more about the renewed OFSTED framework and gradings
e Bring your own agenda items for discussion

Parental contributions to school life are always greatly valued, and it would be wonderful if you are
able to attend with a shared focus on school improvement. Thank you in advance for your support.



https://jobs.sthelens.gov.uk/Job/JobDetail?isPreview=Yes&jobid=1433
https://jobs.sthelens.gov.uk/Job/JobDetail?isPreview=Yes&jobid=1433
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A Message from a Governor who is also a member of Parish Church Bowling Club

Can parents please be aware that the small car park in front of the Scout Hut on Dartmouth
Drive is owned by the Trustees of The Church of St Helen and is for the exclusive use of
those visiting the Scout Hut and the Parish Church Bowling Club. There is a sign to this
effect just before the entrance to the car park.

Over the winter a new gate has been installed at the entrance to the car park to replace the
original one which was damaged beyond repair by a falling tree about 2 years ago. This
gate is only unlocked when the Scout Hut or bowling green is in use, and is locked again
once the cars of everyone attending have vacated the car park. During the summer months
bowls matches will take place on two afternoons and three evenings each week. The timing
of these, particularly the afternoon matches, coincides with the end of the school day, when
parents are picking up children and possibly taking them to the playground in Dartmouth
Drive or attending after school events.

Parents, and other members of the public, are politely asked, and strongly advised, not to
park in this car park if it is open and there are spaces. If any cars are left in the car park
after all the bowlers have departed, we will assume that they belong to someone attending
the Scout Hut, who knows the combination to unlock the padlock on the gate, and lock the
gate as we have been asked to do.

London Marathon Countdown!

| will be travelling to London on Friday next week ready for the run on Sunday.
The excitement is building as it is starting to feel very real!

| will be running to raise money for Alder Hey Children’s Hospital and from the
bottom of my heart, a massive thank you for the amazingly generous donations
made already.

The total amount has blown me away and knowing | am doing it
with your support will help carry me through the 26.2 miles. e
THANK YOU ALL. Alder Hey

Children’s Hospital

ADDvanced Solutions News
Please use the link below for the summer term newsletter of information and events from

Addvanced Solutions—helping the health and wellbeing of neurodiverse people.
ST HELENS Summer 2026 - What's On Guide



https://mcusercontent.com/324ac5731eb9f0525ea588dba/files/9b5dd15d-52e7-d62a-f614-305c939cde39/ST_HELENS_Summer_2026_What_039_s_On_Guide.01.pdf

Growing Together in God's Love

Fundraising help

Throughout the year, fundraising events such as the Christmas fayre, Easter Bingo, Christmas Card de-
signs etc are organised by parents volunteering their time. The aim is to host fun events for the chil-
dren/families to enjoy while trying to raise money which can be spent on the children to enhance their
enjoyment and learning at school.

Anyone is welcome to help out or have a go at organising an event and all help is really appreciated as
many hands make light work. If you are able to help in any way, no matter how small, please let us
know.

St Helens Family Hub

On Tuesday, from 3pm we have two members of staff from The St Helens Family Hub Team on the playground

available for parents to chat to.

Family Hubs provide a welcoming and accessible point of contact for families with children of all ages.

The support available through the Family Hub includes:

Parenting support and guidance — including help with routines, managing challenging behaviours, child develop-

- ment, and tailored support around sleep and toileting.

Speech and language support — offering advice and signposting to services that can strengthen children’s commu-

nication skills, supporting GLD.

Family support and wellbeing — providing early help, emotional support, and links to local services.

Healthy lifestyle advice — practical guidance on healthy eating, nutrition, and routines to support overall wellbe-

- ing.

Volunteering and community opportunities — helping parents and carers build confidence, skills, and local net-

* works.

Practical advice and signposting — covering a wide range of issues that may affect family life.

Their aim is to work alongside schools, professionals, and families to ensure every child has the best start in life.

School Milk - Reception Over 5’s, Year 1 & Year 2

From 13th April, children over five will no longer receive daily milk through the school’s subsidised
scheme. A letter with details on how to order school milk for your child going forward was sent home
before the Easter holiday.

If you have not yet ordered and would like your child to receive milk you can still register. A copy of
the letter can be requested from the school office should you have mislaid the original.

We will continue to supply milk free of charge for children under five.
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" Important Dates for your Diary
= April

E 1st-  Family Hub Staff available on playground (from 3pm)

= 22nd - EYFS growing day (parents invited from 2pm)

E 22nd - KS2 online safety talk delivered by a PCSO

= 24th - PTFA Quiz Night - LSH Rugby Club

E 28th - Year 3 visit to World Museum Liverpool

a 28th-  Personal Awareness Session for Year 6 delivered by Carl Finney (Judo Education)
= May

= 1st - Year 5 visiting Tatton Park

E 1st - Year 1 Grandparent afternoon—History of toys

E 4th - May Day Bank Holiday - school closed

2 11th- Y6 SAT's week

. 16th - Year 4 First Holy Communion (Mass starts at 12.30pm, arrive in Church at 11.30am for photos)
= 18th-  Nursery new intake September 2026 parents meeting (3.30pm)

. 19th -  Reception new intake September 2026 parents meeting (3.30pm)

s 22nd - May Procession (11am)

E 22nd - Break for Whit Half-term (3.20pm)

n
= 3th - Return to school start of Summer Term 2
m 12th-  Year5 & 6 visit to Edge Hill University

= 12th - Year 4 start weekly swimming lessons at Queens Park (5 sessions)
a 15th - Reception Vision Screening

n

2 15th-  School Nurse Drop in Session—2.45-3.45pm

n

= 16th-  Academy Photography in for Leavers Photo’s

" 19th -  1st Non-uniform day for Summer Fayre donations

. 19th -  Year 1 & Year 2 trip to Knowsley Safari Park

m 25th -  Sports Day - EYFS — 9 to 10.30am, KS1 10.30 to 12noon, KS2 from 1.30pm

E 26th - 2nd Non-uniform day for Summer Fayre donations

= 29th - Start of De La Salle transition week for Year 6 (Monday —Thursday)
" July

= 3rd- PTFA Summer Fayre—3.30pm

E 10th -  Year 6 Leavers Mass - 1lam in Church

= 10th - Last swim session for Year 4

E 10th -  Year 6 Leavers Party—6pm LSH

=

s 19th - End of Summer Term : break for Summer holiday at 1.30pm

Attendance
Good attendance at school is not just valuable —
it is essential.

Attendance Matters!

Every Student, Every School, Every Day

For week ending Friday, 17th April 2026 the whole school attendance is 95.8%
Reception = 95.8%

Year 1=93.3%
Year 2 = 98.5%
Year 3 = 98.4%
Year 4 = 88.8%
Year 5 = 96.4%
Year 6 = 99.6%




