
KS2 SATs 2027
KS2 SATs Guidance for Parents 

Autumn 2026



KS2 Assessment in 
2027

Statutory assessment

– KS2 national curriculum tests with outcomes in 
the form of scaled scores.

– Each pupil registered for the tests will receive:
– a raw score (number of raw marks awarded)
– a scaled score (ranges from 80-120)
– confirmation of whether or not they attained the national 
standard

Teacher assessment at KS2 for writing, using the 
Teacher Assessment Framework. 



Attainment

Children develop at different times and in individual 
ways, but at the end of Year 6, the DfE guidelines for 
English and maths are as follows:-

• Children not meeting the WORKING TOWARDS 
‘Nationally Expected Standard’ category for a pupil 
at the end of Year 6

• WORKING TOWARDS the ‘Nationally Expected 
Standard’ for a pupil at the end of Year 6 

• WORKING AT the ‘Nationally Expected Standard’ for 
a pupil at the end of Year 6 

• WORKING AT GREATER DEPTH within the ‘Nationally 
Expected Standard’ for a pupil at the end of Year 6

ALL CHILDREN ARE DIFFERENT



Key Points

The curriculum is challenging and has an increased focus on developing 
children’s subject knowledge and skills. 

The National Curriculum has ‘expectations’ children are required to 
meet at each banding (EXPECTATED STANDARD).

No Levels
Scales 
Scores



Scaled Scores

• Tests at the end of KS2 will report in scaled scores.

• The ‘expected standard’ will always be set at 100.

• Raw scores in the test will be converted to scaled 
scores.

• The ‘raw score’ that equates to 100 might be 
different each year.

• Pupils who score 100 or more will have met the 
‘expected standard’.

• Pupils who score below 100 will not have met the 
‘expected standard’

100





What will be assessed? Assessed by tests 
(marked externally)



What will be assessed?



Thresholds
These change year upon year depending on how children do nationally. 



Reading

• This test consists of a reading answer 
booklet and a separate reading 
booklet. 

• Pupils will have a total of 1 hour to 
read the 3 texts in the reading booklet 
and complete the questions at their 
own pace.

• They can approach the test as they 
choose: e.g. working through one text 
and answering the questions before 
moving on to the next.



Question 
Examples



SPaG – Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar

• Paper 1: 45 minutes to complete 
the test.

• Paper 2: Spelling test paper 
consisting of 20 spellings. This is 
not timed and takes around 15 
minutes. Administered by the 
teacher. 



Question 
Examples



Mathematics

• Paper 1: Arithmetic – 30 minutes to 
complete the test. 

• Paper 2: Reasoning – 40 minutes to 
complete.

• Paper 3: Reasoning – 40 minutes to 
complete. 

Paper consists of 1, 2 and sometimes 3-mark 
questions where children can earn a mark for 
showing the correct working out even if they 
answer incorrectly. 

NO CALCULATORS



Arithmetic 
Examples



Reasoning 
Examples



Expected Standard in 
Writing…

• The DfE have issued guidance for 
schools.

• Children must be competent 
spellers, have legible handwriting 
and be able to incorporate a range 
of features into their writing (end 
of year expectations).

• Writing needs to be consistent 
across genres. 



DfE Guidance



When are the tests?

The SATs will be held in the week beginning Monday 10th May 2027. 

Tests must be taken ON the day. 

Absence during the test period - Pupils who miss one or more 
component of a test and do not qualify for a timetable variation will 
not be awarded a score for that test.

Monday 10th May SPaG Paper 1 and 2

Tuesday 11th May English reading test

Wednesday 12th May Maths paper 1 (arithmetic) & paper 2 (reasoning)

Thursday 13th May Maths paper 3 (reasoning)



Special 
Educational 
Need and 
Disabilities 

• Some support can be given to children who 
have a Student Support Plan (SSP), or 
Educational Health Care Plan. 

• Requests for additional time will be made by 
teachers using their knowledge of children 
and the children’s individual needs. 

• Children who are unable to sit and work for 
a long period because of a disability or 
because of behavioural, emotional or social 
difficulties may receive some support. 

• Children with English as an additional 
language and who have limited fluency in 
English may receive some support.



What do we recommend?

EARLY NIGHTS AND 
LOTS OF SLEEP 

GOOD ATTENDANCE GOOD 
PUNCTUALITY 

A GOOD BREAKFAST LOTS OF PRAISE 
AND 

ENCOURAGEMENT! 



Any Questions?
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