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Statement of Intent:
 At Barrow CE Primary School, our Christian vision of “Let Your Light Shine” (Matthew 5:16) is at the heart of our Religious Education curriculum. We believe that RE plays a vital role in enabling every child to flourish by exploring life’s big questions, developing a deeper understanding of Christianity as a living faith and gaining knowledge and respect for a range of religious and non-religious worldviews. Through our RE curriculum, we encourage children to approach the world with curiosity, awe and wonder, recognising the diversity of beliefs, traditions and cultures within God’s world. We provide opportunities for pupils to reflect upon their own experiences, consider the beliefs and values of others and engage in respectful discussion and courageous conversations. Our curriculum aims to develop knowledgeable and thoughtful learners who understand how faith and belief shape the lives of individuals and communities. Through the study of Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hindu Dharma, Sikhism, Humanism and other worldviews, children learn to appreciate similarities and differences, challenge stereotypes and develop compassion, empathy and respect for all. We aim to empower every child to let their light shine by becoming reflective, respectful and responsible citizens who can contribute positively to a diverse and ever-changing world.
 Barrow CE School Religious Education Implementation At Barrow CE Primary School, RE is taught through a carefully planned and progressive curriculum based on the CWAC Agreed Syllabus and supported by Questful resources. Learning is structured to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of Christianity and a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, ensuring clear progression from the Early Years Foundation Stage through to Year 6. In EYFS, children begin their RE journey through the exploration of themselves, their relationships, celebrations, special people, places and stories. Through meaningful experiences, stories and discussions, they begin to understand that everyone is unique and special, reflecting our belief that each person is valued and has their own light to shine. In Key Stage 1, children develop their understanding of Christianity and other worldviews by exploring stories, sacred texts, celebrations, symbols, places of worship and the ways in which beliefs influence daily life. They are encouraged to ask questions, share their ideas and listen respectfully to the thoughts and experiences of others. 1 Diocesan Exemplar Long Term Plan for Voluntary Controlled/Former VC Church Schools in CWAC - June 2024 In Key Stage 2, pupils deepen their understanding by studying a wider range of faiths and worldviews and exploring more complex themes including identity, community, equality, diversity, justice, morality, science and belief. Children are encouraged to think critically, make connections between different beliefs and consider how faith and values can inspire people to make a positive difference in the world. Teaching and learning in RE is enriched through the use of discussion, enquiry, storytelling, reflection, drama, artwork, visitors, visits to places of worship and opportunities to encounter people of different faiths and beliefs. Pupils are encouraged to ask deep questions and express their own views in a safe and respectful environment where every voice is valued. 
Barrow CE School Religious Education Impact The impact of our RE curriculum is evident in pupils who are curious, reflective and knowledgeable about Christianity and the diverse religious and non-religious worldviews that shape our society. Through discussions, written work, creative responses, assessment activities and pupil voice, children demonstrate their ability to recall knowledge, make connections between beliefs and practices and communicate their own ideas using appropriate religious vocabulary. By the time pupils leave Barrow CE Primary School, they will have developed a secure understanding of Christianity and other worldviews, alongside the confidence to engage in thoughtful dialogue, challenge prejudice and show compassion and respect towards others. Our pupils will leave Barrow CE as courageous, reflective and inclusive individuals who understand their role within the wider community. They will recognise the importance of dignity, justice and kindness and will be equipped to let their light shine through their actions, relationships and contributions to the world around them.
Barrow CE Primary School RE Skills Progression
EYFS
Understanding Beliefs and Teachings
· Listen to and recall simple religious stories.
· Recognise key Christian celebrations such as Christmas and Easter.
· Begin to recognise that different people have different beliefs.
Understanding Lived Faith and Worldviews
· Talk about special people, places and celebrations.
· Recognise that some people pray and worship in different ways.
· Identify similarities and differences between family traditions.
Reflecting on Meaning and Purpose
· Talk about what makes them special and unique.
· Express feelings about stories and experiences.
· Ask simple questions about the world around them.
Engaging with Diversity and Respectful Dialogue
· Show curiosity about different beliefs and celebrations.
· Listen to others and share their own ideas respectfully.
· Recognise that everyone is valued.

Year 1
Understanding Beliefs and Teachings
· Retell key stories from Christianity and Islam.
· Identify important beliefs about God, Jesus and Allah.
· Recognise why some stories are important to believers.
Understanding Lived Faith and Worldviews
· Describe how Christians and Muslims celebrate important events.
· Identify how beliefs are shown through actions and celebrations.
Reflecting on Meaning and Purpose
· Ask questions about creation, belonging and special people.
· Explain what they find important and why.
Engaging with Diversity and Respectful Dialogue
· Identify similarities and differences between beliefs.
· Respect the views and experiences of others.

Year 2
Understanding Beliefs and Teachings
· Describe beliefs found in sacred texts.
· Explain why the Bible, Torah and other holy books are important.
· Recognise key beliefs within Christianity, Judaism and Humanism.
Understanding Lived Faith and Worldviews
· Describe how places of worship support faith communities.
· Explain why religious symbols and festivals matter to believers.
Reflecting on Meaning and Purpose
· Consider what makes a good life.
· Reflect on values and choices.
Engaging with Diversity and Respectful Dialogue
· Compare religious and non-religious worldviews.
· Ask thoughtful questions about beliefs and practices.

Year 3
Understanding Beliefs and Teachings
· Explain beliefs found within Christianity, Hindu Dharma, Judaism and Humanism.
· Identify connections between beliefs and sacred stories.
Understanding Lived Faith and Worldviews
· Describe how worship, festivals and daily practices express faith.
· Explain how beliefs influence decisions and behaviour.
Reflecting on Meaning and Purpose
· Discuss questions about right and wrong.
· Explore how different worldviews answer life's big questions.
Engaging with Diversity and Respectful Dialogue
· Recognise diversity within and between religions.
· Listen respectfully to different viewpoints and explain their own ideas.

Year 4
Understanding Beliefs and Teachings
· Explain Christian beliefs about Jesus as Messiah, Saviour and Light of the World.
· Describe key beliefs within Islam and Hindu Dharma.
Understanding Lived Faith and Worldviews
· Explain how worship and places of worship reflect beliefs.
· Explore how faith shapes the lives of believers locally and globally.
Reflecting on Meaning and Purpose
· Consider themes such as trust, forgiveness and commitment.
· Reflect on how beliefs influence personal choices.
Engaging with Diversity and Respectful Dialogue
· Compare different religious responses to similar questions.
· Demonstrate respect when discussing different beliefs.

Year 5
Understanding Beliefs and Teachings
· Explain how sacred texts guide believers.
· Explore Christian beliefs about resurrection and salvation.
· Understand Sikh beliefs about equality, service and community.
Understanding Lived Faith and Worldviews
· Analyse how religious beliefs influence family life and identity.
· Explain how commitment is demonstrated through worship and practice.
Reflecting on Meaning and Purpose
· Consider how beliefs influence moral decisions.
· Reflect on questions of justice, responsibility and human flourishing.
Engaging with Diversity and Respectful Dialogue
· Compare diverse religious and non-religious viewpoints.
· Appreciate how beliefs contribute to community life and social action.

Year 6
Understanding Beliefs and Teachings
· Analyse different interpretations of religious teachings.
· Explore Christian, Humanist and scientific perspectives on creation.
· Understand beliefs relating to equality, diversity and justice.
Understanding Lived Faith and Worldviews
· Evaluate how beliefs inspire action for change in society.
· Understand the role of faith communities in promoting justice and inclusion.
Reflecting on Meaning and Purpose
· Debate complex questions about truth, identity, purpose and ethics.
· Justify personal responses using evidence and reflection.
Engaging with Diversity and Respectful Dialogue
· Critically evaluate different viewpoints respectfully.
· Demonstrate religious literacy when discussing diversity.
· Show understanding of how people with different beliefs can work together for the common good.

End of Key Stage Outcomes
End of KS1
Pupils can describe simple beliefs, stories and practices, ask questions about meaning and belonging, and show respect for people with different beliefs.
End of Lower KS2
Pupils can explain how beliefs influence individuals and communities, make comparisons between worldviews and reflect thoughtfully on questions of meaning and purpose.
End of Upper KS2
Pupils can analyse and evaluate religious and non-religious worldviews, engage in respectful dialogue, appreciate diversity and explain how beliefs inspire people to contribute positively to society.
Through this progression, pupils develop the religious literacy, wisdom, respect, hope and understanding needed to flourish as individuals who can confidently 'Let Their Light Shine' within a diverse and changing world.
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