Geography Curriculum and Skills Progression

Barrow CE School Geography Statement of Intent

At Barrow CE Primary School, our Christian vision of “Let Your Light Shine” (Matthew 5:16) is central to our geography
curriculum. We aim to inspire a lifelong curiosity and fascination about God’s diverse and wonderful world, encouraging
pupils to explore, question and appreciate the environments and communities around them.

Through our geography curriculum, children develop a deep understanding of the Earth’s physical and human processes, equipping them with
the knowledge and skills to make meaningful connections between people, places and the planet. We encourage pupils to value and respect
different cultures and environments, developing a sense of responsibility, compassion and stewardship for the world they share.

Through engaging lessons, practical experiences and meaningful fieldwork opportunities, pupils develop key geographical skills such as map
reading, observation, enquiry, critical thinking and data collection. We aim for all children to leave Barrow CE Primary with a strong
understanding of their local area, the United Kingdom and the wider world, enabling them to become thoughtful, informed global citizens who
use their knowledge to let their light shine and make a positive difference in the world.

Barrow CE School Geography Implementation

Our geography curriculum is carefully planned and sequenced to build upon prior knowledge and progressively develop both substantive
knowledge (I know that) and disciplinary knowledge (I know how to) from Early Years through to Year 6. Following the National Curriculum,
our lessons are adapted to reflect our local context and provide opportunities for every child to flourish, develop confidence and let their light
shine.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), children begin their geographical journey through the Understanding the World Early Learning Goal.
Through teacher-led activities and continuous provision, pupils explore their immediate environment, developing a sense of wonder, curiosity
and care for the world around them.

In Key Stage 1, children develop their understanding of their local area, the United Kingdom and contrasting locations across the world. They
begin to use geographical vocabulary and develop essential skills through simple fieldwork, observations and map work.



In Key Stage 2, pupils deepen their locational and place knowledge by exploring continents, oceans, climate zones, biomes and natural
processes. They become increasingly confident in using geographical enquiry, analysing information and considering how human actions can
affect the world around them.

Fieldwork is at the heart of our geography curriculum and allows pupils to experience learning beyond the classroom. Through visits to local
geographical sites, practical mapping, outdoor learning, residential experiences and our Forest School programme, pupils develop
independence, resilience and a greater appreciation of the natural environment.

Geography is enhanced through links with subjects such as history, science and literacy, enabling children to make meaningful connections in
their learning. Global awareness opportunities, including our weekly Picture News worship, encourage pupils to reflect on current issues such
as sustainability, climate change and equality, empowering them to become courageous advocates for positive change.

Geographical Skills
Throughout their geographical journey, pupils develop the skills to:
e Locate —name, locate and describe places and environments.
e Compare — identify similarities and differences between people, places and cultures.
e Present — gather, analyse and communicate geographical information.
e Identify — recognise and describe human and physical geographical features.
e Map — use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping tools to navigate and understand the world.
Children develop their understanding of:

e Locality — their immediate surroundings and local community.
¢ The United Kingdom — its countries, regions and physical and human features.
e The Wider World — diverse places, people and environments across the globe.

o Physical Geography — natural features and processes including landscapes, weather and climate.



e Human Geography —how people shape and interact with the world around them.

Barrow CE School Geography Impact

The impact of our geography curriculum is evident in pupils who are curious, knowledgeable and confident geographers. They are able to ask
thoughtful questions, think critically about the world around them and apply their learning to real-life contexts. Through their understanding
of people, places and environmental challenges, pupils are empowered to care for the world and let their light shine as responsible global
citizens.

We measure the impact of our curriculum through:

e Pupil outcomes — assessment of geographical knowledge and skills through classwork, discussions, fieldwork and responses to
Knowledge Organiser quizzes.

e Engagement and enthusiasm — pupils demonstrate curiosity, enjoyment and a desire to explore new places, ideas and cultures.

e Fieldwork and practical application — children confidently use maps, compasses, geographical vocabulary and observational skills in
real-world contexts.

e Cultural and environmental awareness — pupils show respect for diversity and understand their responsibility to protect and sustain the
world around them.

By the time pupils leave Barrow CE Primary School, they will have developed a lifelong appreciation of geography alongside the confidence,
compassion and skills needed to engage with an ever-changing world. They will leave as curious learners who understand their place within
the global community and who are ready to let their light shine by making a positive contribution to society.



Autumn Spring Summer
Reception Locality Locality Locality (Wider World)
Houses and Homes Off on an adventure — Local Area Where our feet take us
Fieldwork School environment walk Walk around local area of Great Barrow Fieldwork throughout the year linked to
weather eg. Collecting and looking at
Post a letter Take pictures of the local area snowflakes Wind speed - make wind socks
Bubble chase - which way wind is blowing
Local church visit
End points t--
Disciplinary Locate
knowledge To be able to say where they live and where they attend school.

Draw simple pictures of what they can see in different locations and use these to make comparisons.
Identify similarities and differences between hot and cold places.
Compare and contrast features of their locality- busy road, field.

Know the areas around school
Explore globes and atlases

Begin to use positional language (e.g. next to on top of)

Compare

Identify

To observe and make comments about what is around them.




Talk about areas they have looked at first or second hand
Use simple labels to show their findings

Explore maps
Follow directions of a route on a map
Create simple maps of familiar places.

Present

Mappin

Year 1/ 2 Locality UK Wider World
Cycle A What is it like to live here? What is the UK made up of? How is life different in China

(Our Local Area) (Our Country) (Let’s go to China)
Fieldwork School Environment Study - From different locations on the school Complete a weather observation chart and

simple questionnaire to
members of the school
community

Walk of the local area
producing a sketch map of
what they see on their walk

ground, children use a compass and draw
what can be seen in each direction

Substantive
knowledge

1l

compare it to one in China




Year 1/2 UK Wider Word Wider World
Cycle B What is it like by the coast? What is it like to live in a hot place? Physical
(Beside the Seaside) (Sensational Safari) What makes our world wonderful?
(What a Wonderful World)
Fieldwork Investigate: What features are there | ldentify which direction the playground is Investigate: why are natural habitats

at the coast? Visit coastline identify
human and physical features.

Draw features N,S,E,W from a
designated point. Draw onto a sketch
map

End points

1]}

in and compare where will be hottest on
school grounds linking it to compass
points.

special? - provide children with a large
0OS map of the area (local woodland)
and tally chart to record information.
School Pond dipping - compare with
what is found in the ocean

il




-F
-The Maasai people love music and dance

Disciplinary Locate
Knowledge Yr 1 -Use compass directions North, South, East, West to locate where places are on the globe, maps, including North and
South Poles.

Use locational and directional language, take 2 steps East and turn right.
Locate the four capital cities of the UK and where we live

Yr 2 -Use 2 figure grid references to locate places (use grid overlay)

Compare

Yrl- Compare their own environments with others

Compare weather patterns with different countries

Identify similarities and differences using pictures, videos and stories featuring different environments.

Yr2-ldentify the features of different places and compare with a contrasting locality.

Identify

Yrl- Talk about people and places beyond their immediate environment
Identify 2/3 man-made and natural features of an area.

Identify key landmarks from aerial photographs.

Yr2- Use aerial photos to recognise human and physical features
Use aerial photos to identify an area (hamlet/ city)
Identify 3 or 4 and physical features

Present
YR1-Gather simple data, e.g. traffic, litter, weather




Yr2- Present simple data in bar charts (linked to maths)

Mapping

Yrl-Use local and world maps

Be introduced to simple symbols on a map, e.g. church
Draw a basic map of our area- using a simple key

Be introduced to OS maps

Yr2- Use maps to gather information in their local area
Use world maps to identify some countries, continents and seas

Devise a simple map with a key

Use OS maps and identify key landmarks.

Year3 /4/5/6 UK Wider World Wider World
Cycle1 Are all settlements the same? Who lives in Antarctica? Physical
(Somewhere to Settle)
Why do people live near volcanoes?
European focus
(Extreme Earth)
Fieldwork Land use in the local area. Children to Children plan a route around school for Geology fieldwork Where do rocks
follow a route on a map. Identify land their partner by writing a set of around Barrow come from? . Identify
use. Identify landmarks. Use an OS instructions. Partner follows the rocks from their properties.
map ldentify symbols on the map and | instructions using a compass to follow the Show features on a map by using
link that to what they are seeing in route. symbols Create a key
their local area.
End points




Year3/4/5/6
Cycle 2

Locality
UK
What are rivers and how are they
formed?
(Raging Rivers)

Wider World
Physical

Why do oceans matter?
(Our Ocean Planet — Encounter Edu)

UK
Wider World
Physical

Where does our food come from?

Fieldwork

Local river study - OS map with marked
route. Take photos of human and

Local beach - collect data on the amount of
rubbish found; animals and plant life.

Where do our school dinners come from?
Design an interview and interview kitchen
staff.




physical features. Identify features
around different courses of the river

End points
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Year3/4/5/6 Locality Wider World Wider World
Cycle 3 UK Physical Physical
Why are rainforests important?
Why do populations change? Would you like to live in the desert?
Fieldwork How population impacts the amount of traffic Visit to the local woods - survey why people visit the

and litter in an area?
Different classes go to different populated
areas and compare results.

—  Children identify the area and use an OS
map to plan a route.

—  Children to complete a tally chart
regarding population on two different
roads (quiet and busy) and compare

- Children to interview 1 member of the
public and complete a likert scale about
litter.

Take a noise sample for 30 seconds - decibel
reader.

End points

woods.
Drawing maps to scale.
Sketch maps to scale.
Following a route around the woods.




Year3/4/5/6 Wider World Locality Locality
Cycle 4 Physical UK
Physical
Mountains- North and South Physical How do we make our area more
America Where does our energy come from? environmentally friendly?
(Magnificent Mountains)
Fieldwork Complete fieldwork - ‘What is there to do in our | Whiere in the local area would be best to build a wind | Children to design their own enquiry question
local area?’ farm? within a given area.
Identify land use and mark on a map. - Identify areas from OS maps.
Take photos, —  Sketch maps of the area to identify where Children to plan and carry out how to gather the
Sketch and annotate the diagram would be the best and annotate the maps. data that is needed.
Interview public. - Design a questionnaire to ask local people . .
where they feel would be the best place. Children to then conduct their research
- Carry out the questionnaire
Contour lines to be added to the maps to show Analyse their data and write a report to send to
high/low areas. the local MP.
End points “Enerey can be renewabie o non-renewable |
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Disciplinary
knowledge

Locate

Yr3- Be introduced to 8-point compass points
Use globes and atlases to locate countries

Be introduced to lines of latitude and longitude
Be introduced to 4 figure grid references

Yrd- Use 8-point compass to locate areas within the UK and the wider world.
Use 4 figure grid references to locate places on maps.

Yr5 - Begin to recognise that there are 6 figure grid references

Locate some of the 6 biomes in relation to their position on the map/ globe.

Use the knowledge of countries and continents to locate areas around the world, noticing their distance from the Prime
Meridian and the equator- links to day and night.

Yr6- Use the 8 points of the compass to build knowledge of the UK and the wider world.
Use 6 figure grid references to describe locations
Describe a place using geographical language that relates to its location. ( e.g. climate, trade links, natural resources)

Compare
Yr3- Make comparisons between places, finding 3 similarities and differences

Yrd- As above and describe the impact of this on humans and animals.
Yr5- Compare and contrast different places using geographical data, maps and atlases.
Begin to describe how countries are inter-connected and independent.

Collect data from our local area and compare findings with another locality.

Yr6- As above using evidence to support their findings.
As above and how physical geography affects human activity.




Identify

Yr3- Use fieldwork to record human and physical features using a range of methods.
Use aerial photographs to identify geographical features, e.g. land use, farming
Identify climate zones on a world map or atlas

Yrd- Identify 5 or 6 human and physical features and explain the difference between the terms.
Identify some Biomes and their place on a world map in relation to the equator.

Yr5- Ask questions about a place and use geographical skills to answer an enquiry.

Yr6 -Use a range of resources to give detailed descriptions and opinions

Make an independent or collaborate plan to answer an enquiry question.

Select appropriate methods to collect data.

Design and conduct independent interviews/ questionnaires to collect qualitied data.

Present
Yr3- Gather, present and analyse findings

Yr4- Design and use a questionnaire to collect fieldwork
Make annotated sketches to record observations
Display quantitate data in graphs

Yr5- Collect and analyse statistics to draw conclusions about locations
Gather and interpret data using the most appropriate method to present it.
Design a questionnaire to answer an enquiry question

Draw conclusions about an enquiry question using findings from fieldwork.

Yr6- Decide how to present data using free hand sketches, annotated drawings, graphs, presentations and writing at length
and digital technologies when communicating geographical information.




Mapping

Yr3- Draw sketch maps to show an area of interest

Use maps, atlases, globes and geographical information systems (digimaps) to find out about an area.
Use a key to annotate maps

Begin to use 0.S maps at different scales

Make and use a simple route on a map.

Yrd-Recognise and use 7 O.S symbols

Draw a sketch map with detail to show an area of interest

Use a key to annotate maps and geographical symbols precisely
Independently use and make sense of maps at different scales.

Yr5- Create maps of different locations identifying patterns such as land use, climate zones, population density, height and
land.

Analyse and give views of the effectiveness of the different representations (e.g. diff maps and aerial photos)

Draw maps to scale 1cm: 1m using squared paper.

Yr6- Recognise the difference between 0.S maps and other maps and when which are more appropriate to use.
Use maps to talk about contours and slopes

Add contours to maps to show the height of land.

Select a map for a specific purpose




