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Phonics

Did you know that the Er\gLLsh Language has:

A6 letters
Ll sounds
and over 00 ways of speumg these sounds!

Phonics ts how we make sense of all of these.

Systematic Synthetic Phonics - the teaching of reading
and speLLLng bg breakmg down words into the smallest unit of

sound. ; E,
Bug Club

It's all about hearing, recognising and using sounds enabling us to

break down and build up words (segmenting and blending).



Readmg and Phonics at Meole

The Jceach'mg of phon’Lcs and read’mg will take p[ace every dag tn

Recep’cLon.

Our phonLcs Jceach'mg fouows the DfE approved Bug Club scheme. This

scheme entails daily sessions within which we will teach the children a
new phoneme, practise applying it in reading and writing and explore how
to form letters correctly

We teach Pure Phonics for readmg which means we teach the children
to say the sounds letters make. AlongsLde, we will teach children the

letter names.

As well as learning the different sounds (phonemes) across the phases of Bug (o [T] o
Bug Club, the children will also learn H'Lgh Frequeru:g Words, such as

‘dClCL mum, but' Cll’ld Irregutar TFLCkH WOFC[S, SU,C"\. as "cheg, ’che, O_LL.’




Phonics

All words are reducible to
units of sounds called
‘phonemes’ which we write
down using letters or small
groups of letters called

‘graphemes’.
>/OL,L can I’IQVGZ

S'Lngle letter sounds such

as; s, a, t
D'Lgraphs such as; ch, sh, atk

Tr'Lgraphs such as; Lgh, atir,

ear

These are the building
blocks for reading and
writing and your children
will start by learning single

letter sounds at the start of
Phase &, before bemg

s L | | L | | |
Lrediroauced to U,LSI ul.)[ 1> Urua
trigraphs as they move

through the phases.

=5zisi= ) rhymes, sounds in the environment.

=azlsis 2 alphabet sounds s, a, t, p, i, n

looking at double/triple letter sounds

Phase 3 (digraphs/trigraphs) ch, sh, igh

A= 48 cvee and ceve words flap, jump

EAEE{15) alternative spellings - ay, ai, a-e

refining skills, developing accuracy and
fluency and learning rules

Phase 6

Nursery

Reception

Reception

Reception

Year 1

Year 2




Unit I:s, a t p

Unit &t n,. m, d

Unit 3:g, o ¢ k

Unit b:ck e w r

Unit S:h b, f, ff. L L ss

Pure sounds meaning we pronounce
each letter sound clearly and

distinctly without adding additional

sounds to the end.

Phoneme
The smallest unit of sound in a word. The sound a letter or group of letters makes. You hear a phoneme.

Grapheme

Letter(s) representing a phoneme. How you write the sound down. You can see a grapheme
Single letter sounds such as; s, a, t

D'Lgraphs
Two letters making one phoneme (sound) such as; ch, sh, ai. In phase A these are our friendly letters - L, ck ss, ff, zz.




Actions and pictures

to aide recall

Demonstration videos of how to say each phonem

and of the action and Lmage which corresponds
to each one are available on the 'Suppor’cmg Your
Child at Home' page in the EngLLsh Curriculum

section of our school website.

h’c’cps://www.meoLebraceceperarg.co.uk/page/suppor’cm

Hottr ehitd—at-home/S// 7/l

da



https://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/supporting-your-child-at-home/57774
https://www.meolebraceceprimary.co.uk/page/supporting-your-child-at-home/57774

to read

HOW dO we use our phontcs tO
(ll'ld speu?

Af’cer Leammg their f’Lrch ew sounds, your children will be readg
to start using these to help them segment to spell and blend to

read.

Segmenting

* Identifying and splitting a word up into individual sounds

BLendLng

* Combining the individual sounds we can hear together to
make a word

Strategtes
* Sound JcaU(Lrlg - robot talk, arm, sound fmgers, Switch -1t

f’mgers
* Sound buttons

* Phoneme frames

he[p usS Learn

|

hat




Digraphs ‘

A letters which make one

(sound)

FrLendLH letters - zz
Common dLgraphs sh, ch, th, ng

Vowel dLgraph - contains at least |

vowel ar, or, ur, ow

Long vowel dLgraphs - Two vowels
which Jcoge’cher make the vowel letter

name - aik, ee, Le, oa, 00

TrLgraphs
Unit 6:j v. w, x Unit 10: ar, or, ur, ow, ot
Unit /iy z zz qu Unit |l: ear, air, ure, er 3 letters which make | phoneme (sound)
Unit 8:ch, sh, th, ng - igh, air, ear, ure

Unit 9:ai, ee, Lgh, oa, 00
Not as common ‘



Segmen’clng and Blendtng D'Lgraphs and Tr'Lgraphs

Sound buttons and tiles ‘

goat hight stop spear

ch | i | ck s | | |ee| p ‘

bell boat flip
shell jumper




)
PhClSQ LI—

\/\/hen chLLdren s’car’c Phase LI— ’cheg WLLL I(FIOW a grapheme JCOF QCICI’\ OJC Jche [I-[I- phonemes.

They will be able to blend phonemes to read CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words,

and segment in order to speLL them.

Children will also have begun readmg s’craLgh’cforward two—sgLLabLe words and smeLe

cap’cLons, as well as readmg and speLLLng some JcrLckg words.

In Phase Ll—, Nno Nnew graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase s to ‘

consolidate the children’s knowLedge and to heLp them learn to read and spe[[ words

which have adjacent consonants, such astrap, string and milk

tent flap cramp float sprout




Readmg LN Recep’cLon

e Your child will have group Guided Readmg and/or an
individual readmg sessiton in school, led bg the Class
Teacher or the Teaching Assistant. These session take place
every day for different groups of children so we ask that
Read‘mg Diaries and books are in school every dag readg for

us to use whenever we nghJc need them.

* Reading books will be changed once a week on a Friday and
are carefully matched to the sounds your child will have

been Leammg in school in phonLcs.

* We will have one session each week in our school library
(Starfish Tuesday, Seahorses Friday) where your child will be
able to select a book to brmg home to share. A new one can

be chosen each week when the old one is returned.

Guided Reading MName: Date: wk com - Adult initials:

Book: Sid's Mits, Phase 2 Unit 1/2

Reading objectives: Say the phonemes: s, a, +, p, i, A, m, d

Blend phonemes in words: s, @, +, p, i, n, m, d
Sam, Sid, nits, Man, it, nips, dips, a, is, mad, din, pan

Reading Comprehension:

What is Man doing in the story? What does the nit do to Man?
On page 7, what does Man use to try and catch the nit?

What happens to the nit in the end?

Observations:




O"‘ on O‘

she he
Words we have to learn e

w2
Tricky/trregular words (shape words) be gy
Common exception words

was  her
wenl your A
* You cant sound them out - you just have to learn theml dicac:d

* Daily practice Irregular Words

Strategtes:
* funny volces
* take a photo
* flashcards (repeat after an adult)
* games - run to a word, write them in paint, flour, shaving foam etc
‘
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Sound Mat
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ck \ download on the ‘Supporting Your
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.-. o Child at Home  page in the English

Curriculum section of our school

website.




HOW can HOu he[p

at home? Bug Club

Research has shown that, once social and economic factors are removed, parental engagement
stgnlftcan’c impact on attainment than almost everg’chlng else.

The younger a child s, the stronger the impact. At age S it is some 5 x greater than the impact of school
Please make a note in Reading Diartes to show whenever you have shared a book with your child at home so

we know we can change the book.

Reading books will be changed once a week on a Friday and are carefully matched to the sounds your child

¢ @D

Using Bug Club at Home

Bug Club provides corefully graded reading books and eBooks. Every week - ‘\\
your child will bring home a physical book from school, ready for them to $

will have been learning in school in phonics.

Explore the inside covers of their reading books for an outline of the

sounds each book covers, some practice words to segment and blend T3 i kst o e
of onli .| will link ti 0 0 s 8U9C|§Jb
and some possible questions for you to ask about the story you have shared. R et " Phonics

Have a look at our handy Bug Club User Guide to help you get the most out of reading Bug Club
books and exploring the Bug Club Online World at home|

Little and often is the best way to help your children whilst they are learning to

Using the printed books
read. Even as little as 5 minutes at a time, encouraging them to read to you or you vy week, your chid wil ceme home with a book clsely

linked to the sounds they have been working on in school.

sharmg a s’corg with them will have a massive meac’c on_ their abLLL’cg to read. “Tsid every printed boo thre re etes fo help you

make the most of reading with your child.




How can you he[p
at home?

Ge’c’ctng involved with readtng

The reader
Until they are fluent readers, younger children will benefit from reading aloud to you as often as possible. By the

time they are in Years 5 or 6, many children prefer to read silently to themselves. Create quiet opportunities for

them to do so, but make sure you build in opportunities to talk to them about the book they are reading.

Before reading: look at the book cover and talk about your child’s expectations. Is the book likely to be fiction or

non-fiction? Have you read other books together about these characters or by this author? What does your child
think the book is going to be about?

While reading: support your child when unknown words need tackling: you can sound them out, split them into
sgLLabLes, or Ldenﬂfg suffoes and prefoes. Remind your child to listen to the words while readmg them, to make sure

that ’cheg make sense. Have a ‘mearmmg check every now and again to ensure that your child understands the text.

Af’cer readtng: talk about the book. What was it about? Did it match your child’s expec’ca’cLons? Ask questions
beginning with the words how and why to check that your child has been able to read between the lines. Ask
whether angthing seemed puzzling. Then ask your child to exptatn what they did or didnt like and why
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How can you he[p
at home?

Provide opportunities for readmg and.

writing at home.

PLO_H games.

Share your own LOVG O]C bOOI(S O_I’ld WOf‘d_S.

Make it fun - it doesnt have to be a
chore. BUQ (@ [T] o)

2 or
eaiect Dicture, name
Sond and sopy,

Think about the buLLdLng blocks - it

Tﬁm““’(ﬁ—

’ X labey Se 3

doesn't aLwaHs have to be readmg a ob,%‘,‘,',?,;g"m%,”f;;“:gw;r
eliver it 4

Ut of @ fucky o Prck an
"thcm?? P bag then

book.

RepeJcLJcLon leads to ﬂuencg.

plank
Nl Pirates why o PO that
wrd con wajy, m"": reod the

AC"ZLOI’IS, SOI’IgS cmd rhgmes aLde memorg.

Give your children a model to foLLow.

mﬂ?Mmd '¢.a worg ang
buttong g, Dve the car g

*ound
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Readmg Rewards

Super Star Reader

Each week you read at home, bring this into class. When all the stars are full
you can choose an cut of this world reader reward!

4 Reception Reading
Reward

How many Reading Rewards can you collect? Read
your book at home at least once a week to earna
sticker for your chart. Fill your chart and collect a
prize.

T~ Meole Brace
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Recommended Reads

rB N
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LAST SIOP ON .
MARKET STREET [

&
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DINOSAURS

o s T RUBBISH

Brilliant books to share with your
children
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