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  YEAR 2 – Autumn 1 2023

English

We are learning the story The Snail and the Whale and will be 
writing our own story about a journey.

We will learn how information books work to help us gather 
information in history, geography, science and design 
technology. We will be writing postcards and learning some 
poems.

Reading  - make sure you share your child’s reading book with 
them for at least five minutes each day.

Library– Year 2 borrow books from the school library  and will 
change the books every Tuesday, so make sure they are 
returned on this day.

Science

We are learning about everyday materials and their uses. We 
will be exploring materials made from plastic, glass, cardboard 
or paper, wood, rock, ceramic or fabric. We will be explaining 
why these materials are used for different purposes e.g. A 
spoon is made from metal because it is durable.

You can help your child at home by encouraging discussion 
about everyday materials in your home. Encourage them to use 
words like absorbent, flexible, versatile, natural, waterproof, 
durable and strong.

You can help your child by:

Walking up to Aspley Wharf Marina to look at the boats moored 
there.

Collect 

‘junk’ and

have a go

at making

a boat at 

home.

Art

In art we will be learning about the work of Quentin Blake who 
was born in 1932 and famous for illustrating Roald Dahl books. 
We will explore different forms of drawing using pencils, 
charcoal and drawing pens. The children will create illustrations 
and use charcoal to create different styles. 

Memorable Experience
To really excite and engage the children, we are organising a 
‘Pirate’ themed party.

Ask your children all about the party and encourage them to 
play pirates at home and help them to find out about famous 
pirates.

Music

We are going to get better at using our voices expressively and 
creatively by learning some sea shanties and some rhymes. 
Have a go at this one!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKjmr9KL4QA

We will also be learning how to play the hand chimes.

PE
We are going to be improving our gymnastic skills and getting 
better at balancing, travelling, jumping and rolling.

History and Geography
In History we will be learning about Ibn Battuta and Captain 
James Cook, two famous explorers. We will look at their travels 
and achievements and compare similarities and differences in 
their journeys. In Geography we will look at the counties of the 
UK name and locate the continents and oceans.

Home Learning

How many famous explorers can you name?

What are the names of the world’s oceans?

Can you name some famous pirates?

Draw a picture of your favourite kind of boat. Can you describe 
how it moves?

Computing

We are going to be exploring everyday uses of technology; from 
barcode scanners in shops to cameras in our homes. As always, 
we will discuss a range of ways to stay safe online.

Maths

You can help your child in maths by making sure that they can 

•Count in 2s and 10s

•Know their 2x tables and linked division facts

•Know addition and subtraction facts to 20

•Understand how many tens and ones are in a 2-digit number 

RE

We are going to be exploring how we welcome new people 
especially babies into our families. You can help your child by 
telling them about what happened when they were born. 

PHSE

During their first half-term in Year 2, the children will be 
encouraged to think about how they can be a good friend and 
classmate. We will be taking part in role-play to explore the 
feelings of others and we will talk about how we might support 
our friends if they are feeling sad. We will also begin to talk 
about what bullying is and what we can do if we think we 
experience this. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKjmr9KL4QA
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