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Our Ref.  MMc/CLP					   		 		24th April 2026

Dear Parents and carers, 
Residential Funding Grant update
I have written to you a number of times previously to share that the residential funding grant has been under review over the last 18 months. Unfortunately, Cheshire west and Chester wrote to school on March 26th to advise that a decision has been taken to discontinue the grant funding that allows residential to run from September 2026. Since the announcement I have been active on a number of fronts trying to gather support for this decision to be reversed, such is the value I place on the provision, the absolute dedication of the staff and the significant outcomes it has on the lives and futures of the pupils who access it currently or have previously.
I have written to 13 local council members and 4 of our local MP’s informing them of the decision and set out a case as to why residential should continue, not just in the short term, but be secured for the long term in order to provide certainty for pupils, families and school.
I have also offered to host a parent meeting at school to give families the opportunity to plan a response. I am very grateful for the support of all families. A petition was lodged with CWAC and the minimum number of signatures gained in order to allow parents to meet with the Council to share their views on May 14th. A meeting for parents, by parents, will be held at school on Friday 1st May at 11:00am. This may be short notice, but the time IF the decision is made to discontinue the grant is short as school must observe the rules set out in a consultation in order to give as much notice to staff if redundancies take place. If you wish to attend the meeting, please contact school using the contact us email contactus@greenbank.cheshire.sch.uk leaving your name.

School Term dates
We have become aware that some information may be circulating suggesting that Tuesday 5th May is an INSET day, based on earlier versions of 2025-26 term dates.
We would like to clarify that this is not the case. The school’s INSET days were amended, with two INSET days taking place in February 2026. This update was shared with families last year and is reflected on the Term Dates section of the school website.
Tuesday 5th May is a normal school day, and we look forward to welcoming all students as usual. Transport were also notified last year of the amendment and have been contacted again to-day.
We apologise for any confusion and thank you for your continued support.


Internet Safety- keeping children safe and parents aware.
Please find attached an information notice that highlights the risk children face online and how families can help to protect them. 
Water Pipeworks notice- Greenbank / Hartford
School received a notice from United Utilities this week that Water Pipeworks are due to take place in the Greenbank / Hartford area from 27th April, lasting up to 3 weeks. The notice has been attached for your information and may well impact on arrival times at both school in the morning and at home in the afternoons.
May Bank Holiday
School will be closed on Monday 4th May for the May Bank Holiday and re-open on Tuesday 5th May as shared earlier in this letter.
With so much disappointing news to share in this letter, I do want to end on a positive- the welcoming back of all pupils after the Easter break. It was noticeable that pupils were glad to be back at school, refreshed and so openly welcoming to each other and staff. Without prompting I overheard and received many comments from pupils asking how I was and did I have a good holiday. Wonderful- little things make a big difference. I also spent some time this week taking visitors on a tour of the school who made the same observation about the pupils and the lovely, calm and welcoming atmosphere they experienced. Many of you may have had the same experience when you came to visit school before your child started. 
Hopefully, we are due to experience a period of settled and warmer weather in the next week. Thank you again for your continued support- it makes a difference.
Have a good weekend,
Yours faithfully,



Mr M. McCann
Headteacher
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