
Meet the Teacher



Agenda

• Daily timetable and organisation of teaching + PE

• Topics and Texts

• Writing

• Homework – Maths, reading and SPaG

• Maths – how we teach it

• SATs

• Key Dates and Special Events

• Trips and Residential

• Questions



Daily timetable

8:40am Fix It Time & Early Bird task
9am English (including spelling & handwriting)
10:30am Collective Worship 
10:40 – 10:55 Big Maths
10:55 – 11:10 Break
11:10 – 12:25 Maths
12:15 – 1:10pm Lunch
1:10pm – 1:40pm Guided Reading
1:40 – 3pm Other Subjects
3pm – 3:15pm End of day story



Organisation of Teaching

• French – Friday mornings with Miss Graves along with English –
often poetry

• PE –Tuesdays and Thursdays – please send children into school in 

PE kit which is appropriate for the weather (next slide).

• Swimming - Wednesdays



PE kit – thank you for your efforts

• Our PE kit consists of:
• Navy blue shorts or jogging bottoms and a white T-shirt with school logo if 

possible
• Trainers (black, navy blue or white with white soles)
• A royal blue PE hoodie with school logo
• Legging and skorts are not permitted; for colder weather, navy blue jogging 

bottoms should be worn.
• Our uniform policy also states that jewellery, rings and earrings, other than 

studs, are not allowed and jewellery of any variety must not be worn 
during sporting activities. We do not allow the taping of earrings: the 
taping of jewellery can create a perception of safety, tape can often fall off 
and it does not reduce the risk of compression injury.



http://www.wh
itegate.cheshir
e.sch.uk/class/
oak-class

If your child has 
achieved anything with 
clubs or groups outside 
of school, it’s great to 
hear about their 
hobbies and activities 
beyond the classroom 
so we can celebrate 
this too.  Please do 
email in any photos or 
certificates for us to 
display.

http://www.whitegate.cheshire.sch.uk/class/oak-class


Overview of the Year



Writing: Autumn Key Text

• Every half term’s writing will be inspired by a quality text.
• Where possible, this will link to our topics.
• Writing for a variety of purposes – news reports, persuasive letters, 

diary entries, magazine articles, poetry, explanations and reports – linked 
to the text and topic.  

• Developing an understanding of the key features of different types of 
writing.

• Mastering the basics before moving onto more complex sentence 
structures.  

• Using grammar to develop understanding and control.
• Linking to our topic – persuasive letter to King Hrothgar arguing whether 

to kill or rehabilitate the monster. 
• Reading often and widely for pleasure.



Homework - Reading

• At least 4 times per week for around 15 minutes +, recorded by 
children in their home/school contact books – please sign.

• Can be alone but would ideally be reading out loud to a parent 
(could be while cooking!), a sibling or grandparent or even a pet.  

• Reading strategies (next slide) like sounding out words using 
phonics skills; checking the text is making sense.

• Fluency and expression - pausing for punctuation – this will also 
help with their writing.  

• Modelling a love of reading in school and at home.



Developing language and a love of reading…

£20 per year!



My Reading Strategies

If I get stuck on a word when I am reading I can…

1) S-T-R-E-T-C-H out the sound and BLEND them back together.

2) LOOK for sounds I know.

3) CHUNK or split the word into smaller parts.

4) FIND little words within larger words.

5) Go BACK and RE-READ up to the word again.

6) Miss out the word and READ TO THE END of the sentence or 

paragraph.

7) THINK is there another word that would make sense?

8) THINK about the CLUES from the pictures.



Homework

Homework should not be a battle and if your child has any problems, 

please ask them to come and chat with us about what they do not 

understand before it is due in, so we can help them and they can 

achieve.

We are trying to encourage the children to be independent and 

organised in preparation for secondary school. 



Homework - TT Rockstars - https://play.ttrockstars.com/ttrs/online/play?mode=garage

https://play.ttrockstars.com/ttrs/online/play?mode=garage


Homework - TT Rockstars

• 3 times per week for at LEAST 5 minutes per time.

• Ideally 30 minutes per week total.

• Can be done independently – we can check in school how long 

they’ve played for.  

• They should be enjoying it!  Start with jamming if they’re 

not to build confidence.  



Y6 
Homework 
- Mental 
Maths

Mondays 
and 

Wednesday



Homework - SPaG

• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

• Help is at hand! 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p

• Linked to the SATs but will also help hugely with their writing.  

• Spellings – personal lists + Year 3/4 and 5/6 spellings on class 
page.  

• Informal testing.  

• Personal lists will be updated every term.

• Year 5/Year 6 word lists 5 times per year as well.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p


Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Mental Strategies
• http://www.whitegate.cheshire.sch.uk/page/becoming-

mathematicians/26767

• Hitthebutton -
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/hit-the-button

• NumBots -
https://play.numbots.com/#/intro

https://www.whitegate.cheshire.sch.uk/serve_file/10736213

http://www.whitegate.cheshire.sch.uk/page/becoming-mathematicians/26767
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://play.numbots.com/#/intro
https://www.whitegate.cheshire.sch.uk/serve_file/10736213


Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Addition



Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Subtraction
• Efficient mental strategies

3.06 - 2.004



Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Multiplication
• By the end of Year 4, children should know all of the times 

tables related multiplication and division facts.



Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Multiplication
• By the end of Year 4, children should know all of the times 

tables related multiplication and division facts.



Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Multiplication
• By the end of Year 4, children should know all of the times 

tables related multiplication and division facts.



Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Division
• Tables facts are invaluable!



Maths at Whitegate – Calculation Policy
Short and Long Division
• Tables facts are invaluable!



SATs
Monday May 13th 2024: Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

(Grammar/Punctuation Test) – 45 minutes

Monday May 13th 2024: Spelling, punctuation and grammar  (Spelling 

Test) – 20 minutes

Tuesday May 14th 2024: Reading Test – 60 minutes

Wednesday May 15th 2024: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – 30 minutes

Wednesday May 15th 2024: Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes

Thursday May 16th 2024: Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes



English Reading

This paper lasts 1 hour. It will include three different texts which will increase in demand 
throughout the booklet. It will be testing children’s ability to;

• Understand the text

• Work out the meaning of words from the context

• Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, drawing inferences and 
justifying these with evidence

• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

• Retrieve information from non-fiction

• Summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using quotations for illustration

• Evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact 
on the reader

• Make comparisons within and across texts.



English spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG)

Paper 1: questions; this paper lasts 45 minutes and carries 50 
marks. It will be split into three sections; grammar 36-50%, 
punctuation 14-29% and vocabulary 4-10%.

Paper 2: spelling; this paper lasts approximately 20 minutes and 
carries 20 marks. Pupils will be given 20 words aurally to spell, 
usually, each one is linked to a different spelling rule. Some may 
be taken from the year 5 and 6-word list published by the 
government.



Maths

Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic; this paper lasts 30 minutes and 
carries 36% of the overall mark. It tests pupil’s ability at mental 
arithmetic. Questions span a range of mathematical operations such 
as addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, percentages, 
fractions and decimals.

Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning; this is the first of two reasoning 
papers, the paper lasts 40 minutes and carries 32% of the overall 
mark. Mathematical problems are presented in a wide range of 
formats requiring pupils to demonstrate mathematical fluency, 
problem solving and reasoning.

Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning; this is the second of two reasoning 
papers and again lasts 40 minutes and carries 32% of the marks.



Writing Assessments
Pupils are assessed on their writing, but this is marked within the school. Some schools are chosen to be externally moderated, 
which means an external expert will come into the school and check that the marking meets national standards.

Through the year pupils must submit six pieces of individual writing spanning a range of different genres, such as a letter, a 
diary entry, a report, a narrative piece, a book review, and a description.

As with all the assessments, expectations are now higher for writing and pupils are expected to show a range of skills within
their writing such as:

• create atmosphere, and integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action

• select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality required

• use a range of cohesive devices, including adverbials, within and across sentences and paragraphs

• use passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately

• use a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within the sentence

• use adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail, qualification and precision

• use inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis mostly correctly, and make some correct use of 
semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens

• spell most words correctly

• maintain legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join specific letters.



Key Dates

• Christmas Production – 12th – 13th December

• SATs – May 13th – 16th

• Cloverley Hall residential – May 20th – 24th

• Quinta Sharing Assembly – Monday 24th June

• Leavers’ Party – Tuesday 23rd July

• Leavers’ Service – Wednesday 24th July



Special Events

• MacMillan Coffee Morning

• Romans / Anglo Saxons trip to Tatton Park

• Autumn Fair

• Christmas Production

• Residential – The Quinta

• Leavers’ hoodies

• End of school event / leavers’ do

• May Fair

• Leavers’ Service





Any questions?

I am really excited to be teaching your children this year and 
working with you to help them develop into independent and 
confident learners who are ready for their step up to high 
school or Year 6. I hope to make it as fun and exciting as I
can.

I have an open door policy – please do catch me after school 
or pop a note in their home/school contact book if you have 
any concerns or questions.


