St Austin’s 

R.C. Primary School 

Modern Foreign Languages Policy

[image: image1.png]



Growing In Faith Together

       Our Mission Statement

St Austin’s is like a star, where the light inside each one of us shines brightly. 

As a team, we support, value and respect each other.

As a family, we use our talents to be the best that we can be,

Following the word of Jesus as we …..

Grow In Faith Together

St Austin’s Roman Catholic Primary School
MFL Policy

Intent
Foreign language teaching has been a valued part of the school curriculum at St Austin’s since 1999.
The 2014 National Curriculum for Modern Foreign Languages aims to ensure that all children: 

Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources.

· Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and that they are continually improving their pronunciation and intonation.
· Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt.
· Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
A high quality languages education should foster children’s curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. At St Austin’s, we are committed to ensuring that competence in another language enables children to interpret, create and exchange meaning within and across cultures.  It also helps children develop skills that will open further opportunities later in life.  The teaching of Spanish in KS2 provides an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and lays the foundations for further foreign language teaching at KS3.
Aims and Objectives:
· To foster an interest in learning other languages;
· To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;

· To make young children aware that the language has structure, and the structure differs from one language to another;

· To help children to develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;

· To develop children’s speaking and language skills;

· To lay the foundations for future study.
Organisation
Children from Years 3 to 6 participate in weekly Spanish lessons.
Overseas Links
When available, we participate in short term projects with overseas schools through the British Council’s e twinning initiative. Contact with partner schools allows:
· Children throughout the school to learn about other countries and other cultures;

· The children to practise language skills by communicating with their partner schools;

· The children to be exposed to text and images from other countries in other languages. 

The Curriculum
We teach the children to know and understand how to:
· Memorise words;

· Use the correct pronunciation and intonation;

· Interpret meaning;

· Ask and answer questions;

· Understand basic grammar;

· Use dictionaries;

· Work in pairs and groups, and communicate in the target language;

· Appreciate life in another culture;

· Write using known structures and subject specific vocabulary.
Teaching and Learning
The school follows the Kapow scheme of work which uses a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement in the modern foreign language: these include games and role-play to engage the children.  Speaking and listening skills are balanced with reading and writing at an age appropriate level. Songs can also be added using other materials such as Espanol Espanol and Take 10.  This enables a multi- sensory and kinaesthetic approach which helps to aid memory.  The children’s confidence is built up through repetition of vocabulary, praise and rewards. 
SEND Provision
Modern foreign languages is taught to all children in KS2, whatever their ability. A modern foreign language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced curriculum. Through our modern foreign language teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all children to make progress.  We do this through adaptive teaching methods and the differentiation provided by the scheme of work.
Assessment
We assess the children to ensure that they make good progress throughout the topics.  This is often completed informally by the teacher during the lessons.  Pre and post learning is used for each topic which then informs the termly assessments that are made and recorded on the school’s tracking system.  Parents are informed of their child’s progress in their end of year report and are able to discuss any concerns with the class teacher at Parents’ Evening.
Subject Monitoring
The following monitoring is undertaken by the subject leader throughout the year:

· Book scrutiny

· Lesson drop-ins

· Pupil voice

· School displays

Resources
The Kapow scheme of work provides most of the resources that teachers need to teach MFL. Additional resources are available to enhance the teaching and learning of the subject.
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