






RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY

Let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 
At Duddon, we celebrate the unique individuality of every member of our school family, we support the whole child. Rooted in a nurturing ethos, we support the whole child – fostering an environment where everyone can flourish and where every achievement, big or small, is valued. Inspired by the teachings of Matthew, we cultivate a lifelong love of learning that empowers individuals to shine brightly.
Introduction
Religious education should enable every child to flourish and to live life in all its fullness. (John 10:10) It will help educate for dignity and respect encouraging all to live well together. It is to be remembered that RE is an academic subject that is non-confessional. 

‘This document sets out the aim for young people to leave school with a rich and well-informed understanding of Christianity. Equally important is the development of a commitment to generous hospitality, expressed through deep respect for the integrity of other religious and belief traditions, and for the religious freedom of every individual. (RE Statement of Entitlement, January 2026)

The Education Reform Act of 1988 requires that every maintained school makes provision within its curriculum for the teaching of Religious Education.  Along with R.E. every area of the curriculum must promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of the pupils and prepare them for adult life.

Aims and objectives 

As stated in the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education, our school aims for all pupils to:

· Engage meaningfully and critically with learning which helps them to make sense of the multi-religious and multi-secular world in which they live. 
· Know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of beliefs and practices, using approaches which engage with biblical text and key sources of authority.
· Gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, appreciating the complexity, diversity, continuity and change that exists within those worldviews being studied.
· Grapple with questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience.
· Understand the concept of religion and recognise its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals, communities and societies in different times, cultures and places.
· Develop disciplinary knowledge which equips pupils to be religiously literate.
· Explore their personal worldviews; their own religious or non-religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.

Our RE curriculum

At Duddon St Peter’s CE Primary School, pupils and their families can expect high quality religious education curriculum that is rich and varied, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and understanding of a range of faiths and world views. 

As a church school, the teaching of Christianity is at the heart of our RE curriculum. We teach according to the Cheshire Agreed Syllabus, which we have adapted to suit mixed age classes. Alongside the agreed syllabus we also use the recommended Questful Syllabus from the Diocese of Blackburn. We use these resources to meet all the statutory requirements and end of phase content standard statements. The use of an enquiry approach engages with significant theological concepts and the pupils own understanding of the world as part of their wider religious literacy. The curriculum enables pupils to acquire a rich, deep knowledge and understanding of Christian belief and practice, including ways in which it is unique and diverse, whilst engaging with biblical texts and theological ideas. Teaching and learning will utilise different disciplinary lenses, including theology, philosophy and the human and social sciences. Religious Education will be allocated to the timetable for a total of 50 minutes per week in Key stage one and in Key Stage 2 children should be taught Religious Education for 60 minutes each week. Coverage is compliant with the RE Statement of Entitlement.

Links with our school vision, and support for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are intrinsic to our RE curriculum and have a significant impact on our learners. We provide a wide range of opportunities for learners to understand and make links between the beliefs, practice and value systems of the range of faiths and world views studied. Pupils are made aware of the role of foundational texts, beliefs, rituals and practices and how they help to form identity in a range of religions and world views.

The curriculum supports the development of the pupils’ literacy, empathy and their ability to express their thoughts, feelings and personal beliefs. The curriculum is delivered through a range of texts that will support and challenge to meet the diverse needs and abilities of the children in school. Value will be placed on the contributions of all children.

To learn about religion entails meeting it in every possible way; by visiting places of worship, meeting followers of faiths and handling religious artefacts. The teacher should explore these possibilities when planning for and delivering the unit of study. 

Assessment in RE

Assessment provides an opportunity for the children and staff to determine their understanding of the work being studied. In RE, these are assessed through the use of quiz style activities, observation notes, floor books and whole class and individual assessments against teaching objectives.

Children’s progress and attainment in RE is reported to parents in the annual report at the end of the school year.

The monitoring of the teaching and learning of RE is carried out through the process of school self-evaluation.  This will include scrutiny of planning and children’s work as well as learning walks and conversations with pupils. 

WITHDRAWALS
Parents have a right by law to withdraw their children from the Religious Education curriculum. However, in view of the importance placed on RE as a core subject in a church school, we hope that all children will participate fully in RE. We feel that our curriculum is broad and open to enable all pupils and staff to feel comfortable and confident in taking part.

If a parent chooses to consider withdrawing the child from RE lessons, they are encouraged to discuss this first with the headteacher. Any requests of partial or full withdrawal must be made in writing. In this event, the school will undertake responsibility for the supervision of withdrawn pupils with an available member of staff and suitable self-study work will be provided. This time must not be used to provide additional teaching of other subjects.
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