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This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. 
It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year.
School overview
	Detail
	Data

	Number of pupils in school
	54

	Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils
	14.8%

	Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan covers (3-year plans are recommended – you must still publish an updated statement each academic year)
	2025-26

	Date this statement was published
	September 2025

	Date on which it will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Statement authorised by
	Paul Hudson Headteacher

	Pupil premium lead
	Paul Hudson

	Governor / Trustee lead
	Matt Denton


Funding overview
	Detail
	Amount

	Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year
	£12,470

	Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years (enter £0 if not applicable)
	£0

	Total budget for this academic year
If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this funding, state the amount available to your school this academic year
	£12,470


Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Statement of intent
	Duddon is a small rural village in the west of Cheshire. The school is a quarter of the size of the national average with an average sized cohort of about 8 (PAN = 18) Children are taken from Nursery to Year 6. 
There are currently 63 pupils on roll, 30 boys and 33 girls (includes Nursery) At present there are 11 children in the Nursery. 10% of children have joined after the reception year group. An appreciable number of children have been diagnosed with SEND issues. The classes are reviewed annually to ensure the best allocation for pupil’s needs. The school takes pupils from the local community but is continuing to have difficulty with reception numbers dropping, as the local and national trend indicates. 
There are 8 children eligible for Pupil Premium funding at Duddon St Peter’s, many of these live in the village or nearby. Some social housing is concentrated nearby and a few families reside here.  
It is the intent of the school to dispel the gap between disadvantaged pupils and non-disadvantaged peers.  This includes progress for those who are already high achievers. The Pupils Premium is additional funding which is allocated to schools based on the number of children who are eligible for free school meals (FSM) at any point over the six years.
The percentage of Pupil Premium children is lower than the national average and overcoming barriers to learning is at the heart of our Pupil Premium Grant.
Our priorities are as follows:
· Ensuring that all pupils have quality first teaching in every lesson.
· Closing the gap between disadvantaged pupils and non-disadvantaged peers.  
· Act early to intervene at the point need is identified.
· Adopt a whole school approach in which all staff take responsibility for disadvantaged pupils’ outcomes and raise expectations of what they achieve.
· Providing targeted academic support for students who are not making the expected progress in small groups or where appropriate one to one. 
· Addressing non-academic barriers to attendance, social and emotional needs and well- being in a Trauma Informed Manner.
· Ensuring that the Pupil Premium Grant reaches children who need it most. 


Challenges
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils.
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
	Educational Attainment Gap: There is a persistent gap in attainment between disadvantaged pupils and their peers, with some pupils not making expected academic progress, requiring the targeted academic support and intervention.

	2
	Non- Academic Barriers: Disadvantaged children often face non-academic challenges such as low attendance, social, emotional and mental health issues. These barriers can significantly affect their ability to engage fully in their education. 

	3
	Economic Barriers: Families from low-income families and from social housing face additional financial and logistical difficulties such as getting children to school which impacts attendance and engagement.

	4
	Geographical Isolation and Limited Access to Facilities and Services. The village’s poor links to larger communities’ limit access to educational and extra-curricular opportunities available in towns and cities, restricting the pupil’s social and academic enrichment. Many children do not have access to sports and leisure centres, health services and other essential facilities, which can negatively affect their overall development. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Intended outcomes 
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.
	Intended outcome
	Success criteria

	Close the Educational Engagement Gap

Improve reading, writing and Maths attainment in disadvantaged pupils.
	· Provide targeted academic interventions (small group instruction, 1-1 tutoring) for pupil premium children not meeting expected progress, ensuring all staff are trained in evidence- based intervention techniques.
· Provide small group support to disadvantaged children, pre-teaching and supporting pupils as appropriate.
· By 2026 the attainment gap between pupil premium students and their peers in core subjects (maths, reading, writing) will reduce by 10%, as measured by summative assessments and progress tracking.

	Address Non-Academic Barriers to learning (Wellbeing and Mental Health)

To achieve and sustain improved well being for all pupils in our school, particularly our disadvantaged children.
	· Embed a school wide SEMH program, MY Happy Mind, complemented by Kapow PSCHE scheme tailored to pupil premium students.
· By 2027, at least 85% of pupil premium children will show improved emotional well-being measured through Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire’s.
· Regular mental health check ins will continue to show a low incidence of behavioural incidents.
· Access to ELSA each Thursday and daily check ins with Teacher.
· Improve access to extracurricular and community facilities.
· Develop the healthy school initiative. 

	Alleviate Economic Barriers to School Attendance

To achieve and sustain improved attendance for all pupils, particularly our disadvantaged pupils.
	· Offer financial support for school related costs such as uniforms, trips and transportation in order to reduce absenteeism related to economic challenges.
· Improve access to extracurricular and community facilities. 
· Improve attendance rate for pupil premium students, monitored through internal attendance tracking systems.

	Improve Access to Extracurricular and Community Facilities to reduce the Impact of Geographical Isolation 

To provide children with a variety of experiences to enrich their experiences outside of the classroom, particularly those that are disadvantaged.
	· By 2026 at least 90%of pupil premium students will regularly participate in extracurricular activities, measured through attendance records.
· Access to Music for Life for pupils.
· Ensure that by 2027, all pupil premium students regularly participate in at least 1 school based extra curricular activity per term, tracked via engagement records.



Activity in this academic year
This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium funding this academic year to address the challenges listed above.
Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention)
Budgeted cost: £5,250
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Designated Pupil Premium lead teacher – headteacher
	Research from the EEF shows that strong leadership is integral to raising standards in schools, particularly where the focus is on disadvantaged pupils. Leadership is highlighted as a key driver of improvement. According to the EEF’s research, targeted support in literacy through specific leadership can accelerate progress for struggling pupils, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds. The Sutton Trust found that schools with designated Pupil Premium leads effectively reduce attainment gaps by prioritising targeted interventions for disadvantaged pupils. The DfE emphasises that targeted teaching in key transition years, such as Year 6, can have a significant impact on both attainment and readiness for secondary school, especially for disadvantaged pupils.
	1 2 3 4

	Staff monitoring of progress and attainment
	EEF research highlights that regular progress monitoring using data is essential to identifying gaps in learning early and directing interventions, particularly for disadvantaged groups.
	1


	Regular pupil progress meetings
	According to EEF guidance, regular, structured meetings focused on pupil progress help ensure interventions are appropriately targeted, leading to improved outcomes for disadvantaged learners.
	1 3


	Updated Early Childhood Trauma/ACEs/Trauma Informed practices
All staff Training
	Research from the DfE and EEF suggests that trauma-informed practices in schools help improve behaviour, engagement, and outcomes for pupils affected by adverse childhood experiences (ACEs).
	1, 2, 3, 4


	TA Support within classroom to offer academic and emotional support to pupils.
	According to the EEF’s ‘Teaching Assistants in Schools’ report, well-trained TAs can provide targeted academic support, which has been shown to improve attainment for Pupil Premium students.
	1 2 3 4


	Continued development and embedding of maths, reading and writing curriculum.
	EEF research indicates that a curriculum that is well-sequenced and focused on key literacy and numeracy skills can support the progress of disadvantaged pupils, particularly when accompanied by targeted support. Structured, explicit teaching of reading skills improves comprehension, especially for struggling and disadvantaged readers.
	1







	Continued development and embedding of the bespoke wider curriculum
	The EEF states that a broad and balanced curriculum can help improve engagement and attainment, particularly for disadvantaged pupils, by promoting skills beyond core subjects.
	1 2 3 4



Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, structured interventions) 
Budgeted cost: £ 3,975
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	SEND Support
	EEF research highlights the importance of targeted interventions for SEND pupils, noting that tailored support significantly improves outcomes for these students. Pupil Premium can support SEND interventions.
	1 2 3 4

	Small Group Tuition
	According to the EEF, small group tuition has a high impact on pupil progress, especially for disadvantaged pupils, offering more focused instruction and opportunities for feedback.
	1 2 3 4 


	1-1 Tuition
	The EEF’s research demonstrates that 1:1 tuition has a significant positive impact on pupil attainment, particularly when provided over a sustained period, with up to 5 months' additional progress for pupils.
	1 4


	Targeted TA Support
	EEF research highlights the importance of targeted interventions for SEND pupils, noting that tailored support significantly improves outcomes for these students. Pupil Premium can support SEND interventions.
	1 2 3 4


	SALT
	EEF research suggests that improving language and communication skills is particularly effective for younger children and those with SEND, leading to better outcomes in literacy and overall attainment.
	1 2


	Use of technology to support phonics and spellings. 
	EEF’s research suggests that Technology has the potential to increase the quality and quantity of practice that pupils undertake, both inside and outside of the classroom.
	1 3



Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing)
Budgeted cost: £3,245
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	My Happy Mind
	Research from the EEF suggests that programmes promoting social and emotional learning (SEL), like "My Happy Mind," help improve emotional regulation, behaviour, and readiness to learn, particularly in disadvantaged pupils.
	2

	ELSA
	Research from the EEF indicates that interventions targeting social and emotional learning (SEL) have a positive impact on academic attainment by improving pupil well-being and engagement.
	2

	Attendance Monitoring
SIMS
	The DfE has found that improved attendance monitoring, especially for disadvantaged pupils, directly correlates with better academic outcomes, as consistent attendance is crucial for learning. EEF research highlights that effective data tracking systems, such as SIMS, help identify learning gaps early and facilitate timely interventions, particularly for Pupil Premium students.
	1 2 3



	Reduced Cost of Educational Visits and Residentials
	The EEF suggests that access to enrichment activities, such as educational visits and residentials, enhances learning experiences, improves social skills, and increases engagement, particularly for disadvantaged pupils.
	2 3 4

	Subsidised Breakfast Club
	The EEF reports that breakfast clubs have a positive impact on both academic attainment and pupil well-being, as they ensure pupils start the day with the energy needed for learning, particularly benefiting disadvantaged pupils.
	2 3


	Subsidised After School Club
	The DfE and EEF highlight that access to afterschool clubs provides extended learning opportunities and improves pupil engagement, especially for disadvantaged pupils, contributing to better social and academic outcomes.
	2 3 4


	Sports Competitions
	According to the EEF, participation in structured sports competitions helps develop teamwork, resilience, and leadership skills, which can improve overall school engagement and academic achievement.
	2 3


	Subsidised Uniform
	Research from the Sutton Trust and DfE suggests that providing subsidised uniforms can reduce barriers to attendance and engagement, especially for disadvantaged pupils, fostering a sense of inclusion and equality.
	3



Total budgeted cost: £ 12,470
Part B: Review of the previous academic year
Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils
		Funded activity
	Impact

	Small class sizes across the school
	The school has moved to three classes. Smaller cohorts enable more time to be spent with a teacher leading to improved progress. (No classes above 20 pupils)

	TA or Teacher led small group or daily sessions with reading, spelling, maths and writing support at the beginning of lessons. 
	All classes have TA support with enables disadvantaged children to access the curriculum. (EEF research states that small group support can impact pupil’s progress positively by 4mths and 1:1 support by 5 mths) A variety of interventions have been delivered to support children with phonics, spellings, writing support, Maths Power of 2. 

	Dyslexia screening training for SENCO and TA
	Disadvantaged children have been screened for dyslexia by the SENCO to speed up the diagnosis process and to customise their curriculum in a more dyslexia friendly way. For example, changing font on all written work, using different writing materials. 

	Update digital technology
	All pupils have access to learning through digital technology. White Rose TA hub, Phonics interventions, Literacy Counts Writing, Ready Steady Spell.

	Provision for free breakfast club for Pupil Premium children.
	This facility has seen used by our Pupil Premium children and has impacted their attendance is a positive way. It has also had a significant impact on child’s readiness for learning. 

	SENDCo time. 
	Due to a restructure in the school, the SENDCo now has extra time to complete assessments within school. This enables monitoring of PP children to be much more effective. 










Further information (optional)
	Use this space to provide any further information about your pupil premium strategy. For example, about your strategy planning, implementation and evaluation, or other activity that you are delivering to support disadvantaged pupils that is not dependent on pupil premium funding.
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