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Dear Parent/Carer,
Following Federation between Duddon St. Peter’s and Barrow CE Primary Schools, I was elected as Chair of Governors on the 16th September. I have been the Chair of Governors at Barrow for the past two years, so I have some experience of this role. I am looking forward to getting to know everyone in due course, as I regularly visit both schools. The Vice Chair is Katie Pierce, who was formerly the Chair of Governors at Duddon.
The new Governing body is a mixture of Governors from Barrow and Duddon, so there will be some continuity, with a number of familiar faces amongst the new. 
I can be contacted at any time, through the school, alternatively, my direct email address is on the school website.
It has been lovely to meet some of the staff and parents who are new to me, and to welcome new children to both schools at the beginning of the term. Both our small schools are proud of our Christian ethos which creates a welcoming, safe and happy learning environment. We want to maintain our special identities, whist taking advantage of the many opportunities working together will bring us. 
The first half of this term has been spent in getting to know our schools. We have set up a new committee, to consider and develop our strategic goals, and to look at some of the lengthier documentation. We hope this will allow greater focus within the Resources and Teaching, Learning & Safeguarding Committees.
We will be sending out a couple of questionnaires over the next couple of months, as we want all parents, children, staff and the wider community to be involved in helping us to look at how our schools should develop in the future. I hope you will help us by completing them in due course.
Our Governors have taken on some roles which means you will see them around school from time to time.
Sandra Smith will be our Safeguarding lead. Liz Smith will be our lead for Special Needs, and Adam Friend has taken on responsibility for Early Years.
Stephen Bell will be responsible for the premises and health & safety.
This year we have three Foundation Governors. They are Adam Friend, Vicar of Tarvin, Julian Osborne, Rector of Barrow and Katie Pierce. Whilst their role is the same as every other Governor’s they also help to preserve our schools’ religious character. Julian Osborne is also our mental health & well-being link governor.
Our teaching governor is Rachael Goodwin from Barrow. Claire Entwistle from Duddon School has been appointed as a co-opted Governor.
Paul Rossington will be chairing our Resources Committee, and Matt Denton is a parent Governor from Barrow. 
We currently have a vacancy for another parent Governor. If you think you may be interested in this role, please do speak to Mr. Hudson, or one of the Governors about what is involved. 
All the governors have a link role, or a committee responsibility or sometimes both. We have a really engaged and committed team to oversee the strategic direction of the schools.
I am looking forward to this Christmas half term, with all the special celebrations involved, and I hope to be at some of the events put on at both schools. 
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Yours Sincerely,
Julia Tillotson
Chair of Governors - Barrow and Duddon Schools
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