Lunt’s Heath Primary School
Mobile Phone Policy
(Aligned to DfE “Mobile phones in schools” guidance – updated June 2026)









Created: 29th June 2029
Author: D Paton, Headteacher







1. Policy Statement
At Lunt’s Heath Primary School, we are committed to maintaining a calm, safe and focused learning environment where pupils can thrive academically and socially.
In line with Department for Education (DfE) guidance, the school operates as a mobile phone-free environment throughout the school day. [gov.uk]
This policy supports:
· High standards of behaviour and attention
· Safeguarding and pupil wellbeing
· A positive, distraction-free learning environment

2. Aims of the Policy
This policy aims to:
· Ensure pupils do not access mobile phones during the school day
· Promote positive behaviour and engagement in learning
· Protect pupils from risks associated with online access, social media and recording devices
· Provide clarity for staff, pupils and parents

3. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All pupils from Reception to Year 6
· All staff and visitors on site
· All devices with mobile phone functionality, including

· Smartphones
· Smartwatches capable of messaging/notifications
· Any device capable of recording audio/video or sending messages 





4. Core Principle
Lunt’s Heath Primary School operates a “no mobile phone access” approach:
Pupils must not use, access, or have visible mobile phones at any point during the school day, including lessons, transitions, breaktimes and lunchtime. [gov.uk]
This aligns with DfE expectations that:
· Schools should be mobile phone-free by default [gov.uk]
· Any alternative approach should be exceptional and justified

5. Arrangements for Pupils Bringing Phones
We recognise that some pupils may require a phone for travel to and from school. In such cases:
Phones must be:
· Switched off before entering school grounds
· Handed into the school office at the start of the day

Phones will be:
· Stored securely during the day
· Returned at the end of the school day

Pupils are not permitted to keep phones in bags or on their person during school hours under any circumstances (unless agreed as an exception).

6. Exceptions
Exceptions will only be made in exceptional circumstances, for example:
· Medical needs (e.g. monitoring a health condition)
· Specific safeguarding arrangements
Any exception:
Must be formally agreed with the Headteacher
Will be clearly documented with defined conditions of use

7. Staff Expectations
Staff must:
Model appropriate behaviour by not using personal mobile phones in front of pupils, except where necessary for professional purposes
· Ensure consistent enforcement of this policy
· Follow safeguarding procedures if a phone-related concern arises
8. Breaches of the Policy
If a pupil breaches this policy:
The mobile phone will be confiscated immediately
It will be:
· Handed to a senior member of staff
· Stored securely until collection
Depending on severity and repetition:
· Parents may be required to collect the device
· Behaviour sanctions may be applied in line with the school Behaviour Policy
Headteachers have the authority to confiscate phones used in breach of school rules. 
9. Safeguarding and Wellbeing
This policy supports safeguarding by:
· Reducing risks linked to:
· Online content
· Cyberbullying
· Photography and recording
· Supporting positive peer relationships and social interaction
The policy should be read alongside:
· Behaviour Policy
· Safeguarding (Child Protection) Policy
· Acceptable Use of ICT Policy
10. Communication with Parents
The school will:
Clearly communicate this policy to parents via:
· Website
· Prospectus
· Letters and transition meetings

Remind parents that:
Urgent contact should be made via the school office
Pupils do not need access to phones during the school day

11. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be:

Reviewed annually or in line with updated guidance
Evaluated through:

· Behaviour data
· Staff feedback
· Pupil and parent voice

Ofsted will consider how effectively schools implement and enforce mobile phone policies during inspection. 
12. Legal Context
This policy reflects:
· DfE statutory guidance (2026), requiring schools to have regard to mobile phone restrictions [gov.uk]
· The expectation that pupils should not have access to mobile phones during the school day 



