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Tales Toolkit 
 

 

 
 

Character- A person or an animal 
in a story. 

 
 

Setting- Where the story takes 
place. 

3 Bears, Mother Hubbard, Tom 
Thumb, Cinderella, Baby 

Bunting, Bo-Peep, Jack & Jill, 
Wicked Witch, Robin Hood 

In the countryside, 
inside a cottage, across a river 

 

 
 

Problem- There is another 
character or a situation that is a 
problem for the main character.  

How the characters manage to 
sort out the problem and have a 

happy ending. 
I spy … all characters having 
picnic together, eating Plum 

Pie! Yum! Yum! 
Facing different adventures … & 

whilst the 3 bears are still 
hunting, they rescue Baby 

Bunting 
 

Phrases and repeated refrains from story text  
Children will become very familiar with these phrases and use them in the oral retelling of the story 

I spy… Bo-Peep up the hill, I spy Jack & Jill 
Each peach pear plum, I spy Tom Thumb Robin Hood in his den, I spy Bears again 
Cinderella on the stairs, I spy the 3 Bears Baby Bunting safe and dry, I spy Plum Pie 
Baby Bunting fast asleep, I spy Bo-Peep Plum Pie in the sun, I spy everyone 

 

 
 

Vocabulary – definitions and synonyms 
synonyms are words with the same meaning (or almost the same meaning) 

spy when you find out secret information (notice, observe, spot) 

cupboard piece of furniture for storing things with a door and shelves (cabinet, closet) 

cellar a room below ground level in a house, used for storing (basement, below   
                                                            stairs) 

ditch a narrow channel dug to hold / carry away water (canal, gutter, moat) 

hunt    to search for and catch other animals for food (follow, chase) 

wicked                when something is morally wrong (evil, nasty, bad) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Useful Information 
Author Allan Ahlberg 

Illustrator Janet Ahlberg 
Year published 2008 

Other titles by this author The Jolly Postman, Funnybones, Peepo! 

Book Knowledge and Concepts about Print 
Can your child show you the 
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