
 

Queen's Park Post Friday 25th September 
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Our value this term is thankfulness. 'Always be thankful' Thessalonians 

5:16  

Message from Miss Bolan 

What a busy and exciting time we've had at school this week!  We have been taking about being 

thankful in worship and I am truly thankful for the team of staff and our wonderful children.  

There's so much to share with you all and I wanted to take a moment to celebrate what's been 

happening in school whilst also touching on a few important matters that need our collective 

attention. 



First, the celebrations. This week, we marked the European Day of Languages and it was 

wonderful to see our children engaging so enthusiastically in languages. It's such an important 

part of their learning and development, and their curiosity and confidence were really 

something special to witness. 

We're also looking forward to Education Sunday on 4th October, when our three local churches 

come together to celebrate education.  This is a brilliant opportunity for families to join us and 

we're particularly excited because our school council and pop shop will be involved. If you can 

make it, we'd absolutely love to see you there. 

Now, something I'm genuinely passionate about is preparing our children for leadership. We 

believe it's absolutely vital that we give them opportunities to develop these skills and I'm 

delighted to tell you about some of the leadership roles that have recently been established. 

Our school council met for the first time yesterday, which was fantastic. We've also selected our 

breakfast buddies, appointed worship leaders and librarians, and I'll be meeting with our newly 

formed junior leadership team very soon. I'm thrilled to introduce our new head girl Amber and 

head boy McKenzie, who are supported by their deputies Freya and Georgia, and Lewis and Alex. 

These young people are going to do a brilliant job and I'm really looking forward to working with 

them. 

On a more practical note, I do need to raise a few concerns that have come to our attention. 

We've had complaints from residents about parking and littering near the school, so I'd be 

grateful if we could all be mindful of this when dropping off and picking up. It's about being 

good neighbours and setting a positive example for our children. 

As the nights are drawing in, we're also reminding families about stranger danger for those 

children who walk home independently. Please do have a chat with them about staying safe and 

aware. 

We've also noticed smoking near the school building and the smoke is coming through the 

windows and into our classrooms. This is something we need to address together and I'd 

appreciate everyone's support in tackling this. 

Finally, when collecting younger children at the end of the day, please keep them close and 

away from the steps. This helps us to see parents clearly and ensures everyone stays safe during 

the busy release times. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. 

Miss J. Bolan 



Squishes and Fidget Toys  

We would like to remind families that squishes, fidget toys and similar items should not be 

brought into school, unless they have been specifically agreed as an adaptation to support an 

identified SEND need. 

We understand that children enjoy using these items and they can be useful tools for some 

children when they are used appropriately as part of an agreed support strategy. However, we 

are currently finding that toys brought from home are becoming a significant distraction in 

school. They can lead to children: 

• becoming distracted from their learning; 

• comparing, swapping and trading toys; 

• toys being lost or broken, which can cause upset; 

• disagreements between children; 

A considerable amount of staff time being spent managing these issues. This takes valuable staff 

time away from teaching, supporting children's learning and attending to pupils' wider needs. 

From now on, if a squish, fidget toy or similar item is brought into school without prior 

agreement, it will be removed from the child and kept safely until the end of the school day. The 

item will then be returned to the child with a reminder that it should be taken home and not 

brought back into school.  

Where a fidget or sensory item is an agreed teaching or sensory aid linked to a child's SEND 

needs, this will continue to be supported and managed appropriately by school staff. We 

appreciate your support in helping us to maintain a calm, purposeful learning environment 

where children can focus on learning, friendships and enjoying their time at school. 

Social Media  

We are closing down our Instagram on today.   All parents will be expected to download the 

Arbor App.  This will be the app that we will use for our main communication tool.  The direct 

messages to teachers on dojo will be switched off today.   

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to come and see me on the door every morning 

at the back of school.   



Caring For Children Course 

 

Arbor Parent App 

 

We are pleased to let you know that we are now using the Arbor Parent App as our new all-in-

one parent communication platform. This means that ParentPay will no longer be used and 

ClassDojo will soon be only for rewards and behaviour points, as all school communications, 

payments, and other important information will be managed through the Arbor Parent App.  

We kindly ask all parents and carers to download the app now and sign in using the email 

address currently held by the school. If you experience any difficulties accessing your account 

or have any questions, please contact the school office. 

School Grid for ordering lunches will remain as a separate app. 



Phonics Links  

We have created this document so that all of the phonics links we send home are in one place. 

You could watch one video, two videos or even 3 videos a week! It's completely up to you. 

Watch, watch and watch again - each one of the links will be a fantastic chance to practise 

recognising sounds and reading words, both real and alien. Don't forget to comment in your 

child's reading record book which video they have watched, it all counts towards their weekly 

reads.  

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/OmZ2t4GdEsKSJTmW?ref=Link 

Understanding Phonics 

 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/OmZ2t4GdEsKSJTmW?ref=Link


Special Harvest Lunch 

 

1 - Please order via school grid as normal 

Important Allergy/Food Information  

 



St Helens Catering Service-School Lunch Special Dietary Request 

Please remember to inform St Helens Catering Service if your child has a  food allergy / 

intolerance / special requirement e.g. halal menu, The QR code will take you to a form to 

complete for the Catering Dept.  If you need a paper copy, please pop into the office. 

Once complete, can you check that the information has appeared on your School Grid account.   

Green Tip of the Week  

 



SEND in the Spotlight 

 

Dates for your Diary  

Monday 28th September - Y5 visit URC Ormskirk Street for Experience Harvest  

Thursday 1st October - EYFS and Y6 Height and Weight Checks in school  

Wednesday 7th October - Y3 Play in a Day.  Parents invited at 2:30pm  

Monday 5th October - Friday 16th October - Y5 Bike-ability  

Friday 9th October - EYFS Welcome Service at St Lukes - EYFS Parents welcome  

Monday 12th October - World Mental Health Day - All children to wear yellow  

Tuesday 13th October - Jewish Visitor in school.  

Thursday 22nd October - Autumn Parents' Evening  

Friday 23rd October - school finishes for half term  



Parental Engagement Sessions - Handwriting Help  

Year Three - Wednesday 30th September -9am 

Year Two - Wednesday 7th October -9am 

Year One/EYFS - Wednesday 14th October - 9am 

Attendance Matters 

 

 



 

315 children had perfect attendance last week! Can we beat this next week? 

Attendance Update 

We work really hard each and every week to make sure every class beats out school target of 

97%  - this will help us to succeed  

Our Attendance this week - 94.61% 

Our Attendance this year so far - 95.13% 

Our attendance ambassadors chose' Defying Gravity for today's Feel Good Friday song.  



 



 



 

Dojo Winners  

 

PR Theo P                    QR Asser B 



P1 Alannah S               Q1  Layla H 

P2  Anderson O           Q2  Arabella M 

P3  Natalie G               Q3  Ava Mae W 

P4  Lillian N                 Q4  Emelia M 

P5  Phoebe C               Q5 Jacob T 

P6  Xiomara M            Q6 Paige T 

Star Badge Winners  

 

PR  Isla G                    QR  Ronnie B 

P1  Salman A             Q1  Cierra S 

P2  Freddie H            Q2  Yaiswanth J 

P3  George H            Q3  Alfie M 

P4  Zak R                   Q4  Ryan B 

P5  Ivy R                    Q5 Olivia C 

P6  Alex C                 Q6  Archie P 



Some of the wonderful achievements and adventures of our children 

this week   

 



 

2 - Poppy got the medal at dance for trying her best 



 

3 - Billy and Lenny enjoying a Viking day. 



 

4 - Harry won opposition player of the match at rugby on Sunday. 



 

5 - Layla completed a 10k walk for Christie’s charity for cancer yesterday and we raised £1465 and counting as a family and got 
she a medal for completing the walk. What a wonderful achievement  



 



 

 

6 - Ava enjoyed a show at the weekend and got to meet the singer! 



Have a wonderful weekend!  
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