The Year 1 Curriculum 
2026-2027

In Year 1, your child will follow the National Curriculum, enriched through our connected and creative approach to learning. Our curriculum is carefully planned to build on prior knowledge, develop independence, and deepen understanding across all subjects. Learning is delivered through engaging topics, high quality texts and purposeful experiences, ensuring children are supported in their transition from the EYFS curriculum. 
Here is a summary of the key learning areas in your child’s class this year.
Religious Education
In Year 1, pupils follow The Vine and the Branches scheme alongside the new Catholic Religious Education Directory (RED). Through topics such as Creation and Covenant, Prophecy and Promise, Galilee to Jerusalem, Desert to Garden, Ends of Earth and Dialogue and Encounter. 

English
In English, we will enjoy listening to and retelling stories in our own words.  We will look at the stories Lost and Found, Beegu, Katie in London, Toys in Space, The Lion Inside and Goldilocks and Just the One Bear.  We will extend our phonic knowledge to be able to sound and longer words and record them accurately.  Our writing skills will progress to include capital letters, finger spaces, full stops, adjectives and even question and exclamation marks! We will write recounts for real events such as school trips. We will explore reading non-fiction texts through our topic work and guided reading sessions.  We foster a love of reading in Year 1 by continuing to share stories at home time.

Maths
In Year 1 we will cover all elements of the curriculum with greatest time given to Place Value, first to 20, then to 50 and finally up to 100.  Children are introduced to tens and ones, so they know that 27 has two tens and seven ones.  They will order numbers and compare them using < and > symbols.  Children will learn to use part whole models to help write number sentences.  We will build on previous learning of counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, ready for future multiplication and division facts.  We will recognise 2D and 3D shapes and their properties.  Children will be taught the language of weight, capacity, and measure.  Children will use their number knowledge to solve problems and reason about answers. 

Science
Our topics this year include studying Seasonal Changes, Animals and Materials. We will investigate our five senses and learn the names of human and animal body parts and features. Our learning will blend practical investigative science with knowledge building. We will also learn to describe and compare the properties of different materials. Forest School will be an integral part of our Science learning about plants.

Computing
Our computing learning will focus on digital literacy as well as online safety awareness. We talk about the importance of passwords and what to do if we see something that upsets us online.  We learn how to log on to Purple Mash, find our work, complete it and store it safely.  We learn how to programme a BeeBot and progress to using code to program an object to move across the screen. The children will be learning lots of new terminology including algorithm!  The children will create their own e-book. They will be able to draw pictures, input and edit the size and colour of the font and add sound effects.

History
In History we explore the Great Fire of London and participate in a workshop where we act out the parts of different people at that time.  We look at different historical sources that help us understand the sequence of events and we learn about Samuel Pepys’ key role as an eyewitness. Another History topic that we explore is Victorians. We go back in time to this era and even act like Victorians for a day (including dressing up!).

Geography
Our Geography topics follow the path of looking at where we live and exploring this in a wider context, for example Little Sutton, Ellesmere Port, England, The UK. We look closely at a map of Little Sutton to identify local landmarks and follow our route to Rivacre Valley for Forest School. On our walk, we identify different types of houses in our local area. We draw our own aerial maps.

Physical Education
In PE, children will take part in a wide range of physical activities including gymnastics, dance, games, athletics and ball games. We are also lucky enough to have specialist dance coaching.

Music
We build on previous experience in EYFS of keeping a steady beat and copying rhythms.  We beautifully sing a wide range of songs all year.  We will play percussion instruments and tuned instruments, most recently the glockenspiel. 

Art and Design
During DT we will learn about healthy foods when creating fruit kebabs.  In Art we have use a wide range of media including watercolours, pastels and paint and develop our drawing skills.  We explore colour mixing of primary colours to create secondary colours and what happens when we add white or black to a colour. 


PSHE/RSE
Personal, social and emotional development is supported through the My Happy Mind programme and Journey in Love. These sessions help children develop resilience, empathy, self-awareness and respectful relationships, supporting their wellbeing and personal growth.
