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Attendance Update

Attendance Matters – Every Day Counts
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we move further into the academic year, I am writing to share an update on our school attendance and to emphasize why being in the classroom every day is the single most important factor in your child’s success.

Where We Are Now
Our current overall attendance for the year stands at 90.9%. While this shows a strong commitment from many of our families, it also means that, on average, students are missing nearly one out of every ten school days.
Currently, 28.7% of our pupils are classified as "persistently absent." We want to work closely with our families to bring this number down. The good news is that over the last week (16–20 March), we saw a significant drop in unauthorised absences to just 0.9%. This shows what we can achieve when we prioritize getting every child into school on time.

Why Every Day Matters

Missing even a few days a year can have a "snowball effect" on a child's learning:
The Learning Gap: When a child misses a day, they don't just miss a lesson; they miss the foundation for the next day's work.
Social Connections: Regular attendance helps children maintain friendships and feel part of our school community, which is vital for their wellbeing.
Future Habits: Punctuality and reliability are life skills that start right here in the classroom.

[image: ]29 to SHINE! – Starts Monday 13th April
Summer 1 (April and May) has 29 school days in total and this term we will be launching a whole school attendance challenge!

If pupils attend every single day across the 29 days:
· They will be entered into a prize draw
· There are TEN top prizes for the winners
· Prizes will include vouchers, toys and more!

The class with the highest overall attendance will win a special class treat!

As an extra treat, every day that your child is in school and on time, they will be entered into our daily attendance raffle

Be a HERO – Here, Every Day, Ready, On time!



[image: ]SHINE Sessions
Alongside our 29 to SHINE challenge, we will also be introducing ‘Shine Sessions’. They are our brand-new weekly surprises that are designed to bring joy, excitement and a little extra sparkle to our days, making sure children have a special reason to be in school on time every day. On one morning per week, there will be a special activity taking place on the school playground - you never know on what day of the week our Shine Session will happen...so being here on time, every time, ensures children don't miss out! Our first SHINE session will take place week commencing 13th April. We can’t wait for the magic to happen!

How We Can Support You
We understand that illnesses and family emergencies happen. However, we ask that you aim for 100% attendance whenever possible. If there are barriers preventing your child from coming to school—whether they are health-related, emotional, or logistical—please reach out to us. We would much rather have a conversation now to see how we can support you than see a child fall behind.

Thank you for your continued partnership in helping our students reach their full potential. Let’s finish this term strong!

Warmest Regards,
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Mrs Rachel McDonald
Headteacher
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