
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prime areas of learning – Checkpoint 1 

Communication & language Personal, social and emotional development Physical development 
Children learn to:  
Listening, attention and understanding: 

 I enjoy listening to daily longer stories and can remember much of what 

happens 

 I am beginning to ask and understand why and how questions  

 I enjoy listening to stories and can talk about what is happening and make 

predictions about what will happen next  

 I can generate a list of rhyming words and can identify rhyming words and 

repetition in songs and stories  

 I can use non-fiction books to find out more about a topic of interest to 

me 

 I am developing my use of vocab and using new words I am learning 

linked to topics 
Speaking: 

 I can use a wider range of vocabulary (tier 2) 

 I am often able to use new vocabulary in context and throughout the day 

 I can speak in complete sentences that are grammatically correct  

 I can talk about my personal experiences outside school  

 I am increasingly using the correct tense  
 

Children learn to:  
Self-regulation: 
 

 I am often able to talk to others about my own needs, wants, interests and 

opinions 

 I am more confident to talk to others about things that interest me  

 I can follow rules and understand why they are important, I do not always 

need an adult to remind me of the rules 

 I can talk about my feelings using words such as embarrassed, jealous, 

scared, proud 

 I am using some strategies for staying calm in the face of frustration  
Managing self: 

 I am increasingly confident in negotiating and solving problems e.g. when 

someone has taken my toy  

 I understand that mistakes are an important part of learning  

 I can talk about the goals I would like to achieve in regards to my learning 

and play and am learning how to achieve them  

 I am willing to consider how others may feel in challenging situations and 

can suggest some ways in how to overcome them – e.g. how can we make 

this better? 

 I can go to the bathroom independently, wash my hands before eating etc. 

Children learn to: 
Gross Motor Skills:   

 I show increasingly good movement skills: 
rolling, walking running , skipping, crawling , 
jumping, hopping , climbing – Link to Man City 
sessions, skateboards, trampets 

 I am continuing to develop my: movement, 

balancing, riding  

 I combine different movements with ease and 
fluency 

 I can safely use a range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a 
group. 

 I can use a range of balls to catch, bat and hit 

a target when playing team games with my 

friends 

 I am aware of some of the things I need to do 

to keep healthy: exercise and healthy eating  

 I know how to manage myself within the 

school day  
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 I can use vocabulary such as, so that, because, I think it’s…, you could 
to verbalise how I am solving practical problems  

 I can use social phrases unprompted   

 I can recite and join in with a variety of rhymes and songs  

 I can participate in small group and am beginning to participate in 
whole class discussions  

 I can use time language to order and sequence real life and story 
events  

 I can retell a known story to an audience 

 I can dress myself and zip up my coat 

 I can talk about the importance of healthy foods and exercise 
Building relationships:  

 I can listen to others for longer periods of time  

 I can often share and compromise when I am playing  

 I can show kindness and demonstrate friendly behaviour in order to form 

good relationships 

 I can show increasing confidence in new social situations 

 I can play with one or more other children extending and elaborating ideas 

Fine Motor Skills: 

 I am developing my small motor skills using a 

range of tools e.g. making bridges and 

structures using masking tape, split pins, 

paper clips, copy me games etc. 

 I am developing the foundations of a 

handwriting style which is fast, accurate and 

efficient 

 I am beginning to show more accuracy when 

drawing 

Specific areas of learning  

Literacy (including Phonics)  Mathematics   Understanding the world  Expressive arts and design  

Children learn to:  
Comprehension: 

 I can retell most parts of a T4W text with good 

understanding of sequence (beg, middle, end) 

 I can use story vocabulary: repeated phrases, time 

openers and story openings and ending – once 

upon a time 

 I can ask questions to develop my understanding 

of a text (who, where, what) 

 I can predict in greater detail what might happen 

in a story using illustrations/context of the story 

 I can comment on texts, e.g. on personality of 

main characters 

 I can talk about a familiar book/story (1-1 or small 

groups) 

 I can identify some favourite stories/books and 

share them with a friend  

 I can use a nonfiction books to retrieve  

information  

 I notice some relationships between one text and 

another 

 I use simple words to convey my likes or dislikes  

 I can identify different parts of a book – front, back 

cover, author and illustrator  

Word Reading: 

 I can follow words with 1 -1 correspondence 

Children learn to:  
Number: 

 I can join in with nursery rhymes and stories: 
familiar and new using objects/fingers to 
represent quantity  

 I have fast recognition of up to  5 objects, 
without having to count them individually 
(‘subitising’)  

 I count up to 10 objects accurately from a larger 
group or irregular arrangement (1-1 principle) 

 I understand and use the words first/second/last 
to describe position 

 I can say and find the number that is one more 
than a given number up to 10 

 I can say and find the number that is one less 
than a given number up to 10  

 I can link numerals and amounts: for example, 
showing the right number of objects to match 
the numeral, up to 10 

 I can begin to find the total number of items in 
two groups by counting on from the largest 
number 

 I can problem solve with subtraction 

 I can automatically recall number bonds to 5 

and some to 10, including double facts  

 
Numerical Patterns: 

 I can recite numbers beyond 20  

Children learn to:  
 Past and Present: 

 I can recognise some similarities and differences in 

objects from our homes and in the past  

 I can compare and contrast characters from stories 

including figures from the past e.g.  

 I can use a range of puppets (past and present) to 

retell stories and explore themes in traditional 

stories  

People, Culture and Communities: 

 I can make observations about my immediate 

environment, using new vocabulary where 

appropriate. 

 I can explore aerial views of our school setting, and 

can comment on what I notice, recognising 

buildings, open space, roads and other simple 

features 

 I can draw a simple map of my immediate 

environment, or maps from imaginary stories 

The Natural World 

   I can explore how things work  

 I can recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 

countries  

 I can explore the natural world around me – 

weather/seasonal changes, light, shadows (ice 

changes/frost)  

Children learn to:  
Creating Materials  

 I can  mix colours to make a colour I 

want to represent   

 I can use materials to construct –

natural open ended and reclaimed 

materials (e.g. lego, duplo, wooden 

blocks, tin cans, logs, pebbles) and 

use talk to explain and refine my 

ideas. 

 I can use different techniques for 

joining materials and talk about why 

my chosen materials are suitable to 

for the purpose I have chosen (e.g. 

adhesive tape and different sorts of 

glue, split pins, Bluetac, paper clips, 

elastic bands large and small) 

 I am able to notice features in the 

natural world (colours, shapes, 

textures and smells) and define and 

talk about them.  

Being Imaginative and Expressive  

 I can listen to different kind of music 

from across the UK and the wider 

world, including traditional and folk 

music.  

 I can listen to a piece of music and 

begin to join in discussions about 



 

 

 

 I am can read words by sounding out  

 I can read some common exception words by sight 

linked to my phonics phase 

 I am aware that sentences start with a capital 

letter and end with a full stop or 

exclamation/question mark 

 I can segment and blend digraphs and sounds to 

read words 

Writing: 

 I can form letters correctly  

 I am beginning to join when writing diagraphs 

 I can spell CVC words with increased accuracy 

 I am beginning to spell phonetically plausible 
words applying P3 Phonics 

 I am beginning to spell some HFWs with increasing 
accuracy 

 I can write a simple sentence that can be read by 
myself and others  

 I can spell some tricky words from phase 2 phonics 
e.g. the, to, I, go, no, into 

 I am beginning to spell some tricky words from 
phase 3 phonics e.g. he, she, me, be, we, you, are, 
her, all, they, my 

 I am beginning to recite numbers backwards 
from 20  

 I can continue to explore patterns identifying 
symmetry  

 I can describe a pattern: and explain the rule or 
sequence  

 I can begin to see patterns in numbers up to 20 
– e.g. odd/even 

 I can solve real world mathematical problems 
with numbers up to 10 within practical problems 

 I can estimate how many objects (up to 10) I can 
see with increasing accuracy and check by 
counting 

 I can confidently name 2D and 3D shapes (circle, 
rectangle, triangle, square, semi-circle and 
cuboid, pyramid, sphere, cone, cylinder)  

 I can order 3 or more items by: length, height, 
weight and capacity 

 I can order and sequence events using words 
such as first, then, after, before, next, sooner, 
later 

 I can order a sequence of events  

 I can share and halve up to 10 objects using a 
range of resources 

 I can begin to share, double and halve up to 5, 
using a range of resources 

 I can describe and comment on things I have seem 

whilst outside including plants and animals 

 I can name some common plants and animals you 

would find in the environment 

 I can recognise some environments that are 

different to the one in which I live (local/national 

regions) Explore the different types of houses, 

allotments, rural farms 

 I can use vocabulary to name specific features of the 

natural world (natural and manmade)  

changes and patterns as a piece of 

music develops. 

 I can talk about dance and 

performance art, expressing my 

feelings and offering responses 

 I can use story vocabulary in my play 

 I can sing a selection of new songs in 

groups and on my own 

 I can keep a steady beat when 

tapping out a rhythm, dancing to 

music or making my own music with 

instruments or sound makers  

Characteristics of effective learning  

Play and 
exploring 
Children learn 
to:  
▪ Make individual choices  
▪ Do things independently which have been taught previously  
▪ Share and talk about their own interests and fascinations  
▪ Engage confidently in new experiences  

Active learning   
Children learn to:  
▪ Participate in daily routines and predict the sequence of routines  
▪ Use a range of strategies to reach a goal they have set 
themselves  
▪ Begin to correct their mistakes  
▪ Keep in trying when things are difficult  

Creating and thinking critically  
Children learn to:  
▪ Share their own ideas  
▪ Take part in simple pretend play and use to understand 
another perspective. ▪ Concentrate on achieving something 
that is important to them ▪ Solve real problems  


