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ST JULIE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

MISSION STATEMENT:
A caring, family school where we learn, grow and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.











In consequence of our school mission it is a fundamental aim of St. Julie’s to be an inclusive school. To be a school which:
· Is a caring community
· Provides and respects equal opportunities
· Offers partnership between school, parents and parish
· Reflects upon the teachings of Christ and puts them into practice
· Values all of the school community
· Its members show respect for themselves, each other and their learning environment.


We define an inclusive school as one where:
· Everyone, irrespective of age, gender, ability or disability, race or religion is encouraged and given equal opportunity to participate in the full life of the school
· All of the school community are given the opportunity and support to achieve their true potential
· All of the school community, and the contributions they make to the life of the school, are valued; everyone is treated with mutual respect, care and consideration 
· Everyone feels empowered to play a full and effective role in the school.







[bookmark: statment][bookmark: statement]Statement of intent 
At St Julie's Catholic Primary School, we believe that education is most successful when there is a strong partnership between home and school. Homework provides opportunities for children to consolidate learning, develop independence, practise key skills and involve parents and carers in their child's education.
Aims
The aims of homework at St Julie's Catholic Primary School are to:
· Reinforce and consolidate learning that has taken place in school.
· Develop independent learning habits and organisational skills.
· Encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning.
· Promote reading for pleasure and the development of literacy skills.
· Support the development of mathematical fluency.
· Strengthen the partnership between home and school.
· Provide opportunities for parents and carers to engage with their child's learning.
· Develop resilience, self-discipline and positive attitudes towards learning.
Principles
We believe that homework should:
· Be purposeful and linked to learning.
· Be manageable and appropriate to the age and ability of the child.
· Support children's wellbeing and family life.
· Be accessible to all pupils.
· Encourage positive attitudes towards learning.
· Celebrate effort as well as achievement.
Homework should not create unnecessary stress for children or families. Staff will ensure that expectations are clear and reasonable.
Homework Expectations
· Early Years Foundation Stage
Children in EYFS are encouraged to:
· Share books regularly with an adult.
· Practise phonics and key words.
· Complete practical activities that support language, communication and early mathematics.
Recommended time: 10-15 minutes daily.
· Key Stage 1
Children in Years 1 and 2 are expected to:
· Read each night at home either a book banded book or a reading for pleasure book
· Practise phonics, spellings or common exception words.
· Develop fluency in number bonds and basic mathematical skills.
· Complete English or Maths activity
Recommended time: 15-20 minutes daily.
· Lower Key Stage 2
Children in Years 3 and 4 are expected to:
· Read daily at home either book banded or free choice book.
· Practise weekly spellings.
· Learn and recall multiplication and division facts.
· Complete English or Maths activity
Recommended time: 20-30 minutes daily.
· Upper Key Stage 2
Children in Years 5 and 6 are expected to:
· Read daily and discuss texts either book banded or free choice book.
· Practise spellings and vocabulary.
· Develop fluency in multiplication tables and arithmetic.
· Complete an English and a Maths activity
· Prepare for statutory assessments where relevant.
Recommended time: 30-40 minutes daily.

Reading at Home
Reading is the most important homework activity throughout the school.
Parents and carers are encouraged to:
· Listen to their child read daily.
· Read to and with their child.
· Discuss books and texts.
· Encourage reading for pleasure.
· Model positive reading habits.
Regular reading supports children's vocabulary development, comprehension, fluency and enjoyment of learning.
Online Learning
Where appropriate, teachers may use online platforms to support home learning.
If families experience difficulties accessing online resources, alternative arrangements will be made to ensure equal access for all pupils.
Inclusion and SEND
St Julie's Catholic Primary School is committed to ensuring that homework is accessible to all pupils.
Where appropriate:
· Homework may be adapted to meet individual needs.
· Additional support or alternative tasks may be provided.
· Reasonable adjustments will be made for pupils with SEND.
· Staff will work closely with parents and carers to ensure homework remains achievable and supportive.
Roles and Responsibilities
Teachers will:
· Set purposeful homework that supports learning.
· Ensure tasks are appropriate for the age and needs of pupils.
· Provide clear instructions and expectations.
· Monitor engagement and completion where appropriate.
· Offer support when difficulties arise.
Parents and carers are encouraged to:
· Provide a quiet space for homework where possible.
· Establish positive routines.
· Encourage and support their child.
· Share concerns with school if difficulties arise.
· Celebrate effort and achievement.
Pupils are expected to:
· Complete homework to the best of their ability.
· Take responsibility for their learning.
· Ask for help if they do not understand a task.
· Take pride in the quality of their work.
Equality of Opportunity
All pupils will have equal access to homework opportunities regardless of ability, gender, race, religion, disability or background.
Homework arrangements will reflect the school's commitment to inclusion and equal opportunities.
Monitoring and Review
The effectiveness of this policy will be monitored through:
· Staff feedback.
· Pupil voice.
· Parent feedback.
· Monitoring of homework engagement.
· Ongoing review of educational research and best practice.

This policy will be reviewed every two years or sooner if required.
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