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    ST. JULIE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - ECCLESTON



   17/07/2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
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As I write my last bulletin, I would like to thank everyone in the St Julie’s community for your warm wishes, kind words and gifts. I have definitely had a great send off over the last few weeks. St Julie’s truly is a special place full of the kindest people and I have many,many memories of the wonderful children and families I have worked with over 34 years, memories I will treasure. 

Mrs Slocombe will be the new Headteacher in September with Mrs Ashcroft as Acting Deputy Head for the Autumn term.
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Today we said a fond farewell to our children in Year 6. It has been quite an emotional week saying our goodbyes.
At their Leavers’ Celebration for their families on Monday, they reflected on their years at St Julie’s and amazed everyone with their many singing, dancing, acting, sporting and musical talents – and their jokes!

The slides of them at home during their lockdown experience in Reception was beautiful to see and a reminder of how resilient they have been to achieve so well now. I am so proud of them all. 
On Wednesday night we celebrated Mass at St Julie’s Church with Year 6 and their families, giving thanks for their time at St Julie’s and the many achievements and happy memories they have of their journey through school. Our families then continued the celebrations in the Parish Hall. Thank you to the PFA for providing pizza, drinks, ice-cream and cake.
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Yesterday, we received our Y6 children’s Key Stage 2 SAT results and are absolutely delighted for the children who have worked so hard throughout their time at St Julie’s. We recognise their many achievements along the way, their creative and sporting talents, their knowledge and understanding in so many curriculum areas and their huge impact in developing the values and ethos of our school. What wonderful young citizens each one of them has become - our whole school community are proud of what they have achieved. 

Today the whole school came together in the school hall for a celebration of Year 6’s many achievements. It was wonderful for the children to share their memories of their time at St Julie’s. At the end of the day they were presented with their parting gifts before parading out to a round of applause from their waiting parents. We want to wish our Y6 leavers every success in their new High Schools in September.  We hope that they will pop back to St Julie’s to let us know how they are getting on. Thank you to all the families who have given so much support to the school over the years, we will miss you.

Good luck everyone from all the staff and governors at St Julie’s!
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Today we also bid a fond farewell to Mrs Trantum, one of our much-loved Teaching Assistants and Lunchtime supervisors, as she leaves to take up a new fulltime position in another school in September. We are grateful to her for the 18 years of dedicated service to the families of St Julie’s and to the support and guidance she has provided to so many children over the years. Mrs Trantum will be greatly missed but we wish her well in her new position.

St Julie’s Catholic Primary School 60th Anniversary
In September, St Julie’s will be celebrating 60 years since it opened its doors to its first pupils.
We will be marking the occasion with a Mass in church on Thursday 10th September at 9:30am.

Celebratory activities will be taking place in school with opportunities for ex-pupils and family members to mark this special occasion. Further details to follow.
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Newly refurbished target board

Earlier this year the sports ambassadors ran a competition to design a new look for the target board on the Junior playground. There were so many wonderful entries that the ambassadors decided to combine some of the ideas. The winners were Penelope and Ella from Year 4 and faith from Year 2, who all got to paint their design this week, with a little help from Mrs Hodgson.
Many thanks to Mrs Gray, one of our grandparents, who prepared the board for painting and organised the painting on the day.
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What is the Summer Reading Challenge? 
The UK’s biggest reading for pleasure programme for primary school children in libraries, encouraging children to read for fun during the school holidays. 

Who can take part? 
The Challenge is open to all children aged 4–11, and it’s designed to be accessible for all reading levels. 

When does it start and how can children sign up? 

The Challenge takes place during the summer holidays at all 7 of our libraries in St Helens. Children can sign up in-person at their library or online at summerreadingchallenge.org.uk at any time from Saturday 4ty July.
What does the Challenge involve? 

A child visits their library to sign up and pick up a Summer Reading Challenge booklet. They set a reading goal and borrow books of their choice. They collect bespoke stickers and incentives from the library for their reading, including a certificate for reaching their reading goal.
For more information see: Summer Reading Challenge | St Helens Library Service
Link to the official Summer Reading Challenge video made by The Reading Agency for parents/families: Read to the Beat Summer Reading Challenge 2026 | The Reading Agency
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Children’s University Summer Challenges

The holiday challenges are a range of quick, fun and engaging activities that can be completed by children at home during the school holidays, enabling participating children to gain Children’s University credits while away from school.

The activities have a range of different themes i.e. art, literacy, maths, science, geography etc. It is a great way to provide children with an opportunity to gain those extra hours needed to reach a national award.

See the flyer attached or on the school website under Children tab – Children’s university. Send in evidence when completed to have it displayed in school and credits awarded. The children love seeing their pictures on our Children’s University wall!
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               “From the first day of term to the last, the small moments in a school day make a real difference to your child.” #AttendanceCounts

	Year Group
	% Attendance for w/e 17.07.26

	Year R
	87.50

	Year 1
	98.26

	Year 2
	92.26

	Year 3
	86.67

	Year 4
	98.0

	Year 5
	95.43

	Year 6
	99.43


Well done to Year 6 who had the highest attendance this week.
Free Morrisons Café Breakfast All Summer...For Everyone
Families visiting their local Morrisons Café throughout the summer holidays can enjoy a free ‘Kellogg’s Breakfast’, which includes a bowl of cereal and a portion of fruit. The best part, it’s not just for kids, adults get to eat completely free too.  Both kids and adults can choose from much-loved favourites Corn Flakes or Rice Krispies, topped with their choice of dairy or non-dairy milk and a free apple or banana.  The summer holiday offer will be available from 29th June to 6th September across all Morrisons Cafes nationwide*. 

Please see flyer sent with this bulletin.
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Advance notice: Swimming Lessons

September’s Year 6 class will begin their swimming lessons from Thursday 10th September, and every Thursday afternoon until half term, at Queen’s Park Leisure Centre in St Helens. A letter with full details has been sent out.       

Mass times:

Saturday 5pm at St Thomas of Canterbury

Sunday 9:30am at St Julie

Sunday 11am at Lowe House Church in St Helens     
On behalf of staff and governors at St Julie’s we would like to thank you for your support throughout the year and wish you a very happy and peaceful summer holiday.
Mrs Hodgson[image: image1.png]


   
[image: image11.png]


“A caring family school, where we learn, grow and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.”                                   
                      St Julie pray for us, protect us and bless us.   
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