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    ST. JULIE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - ECCLESTON



   19/12/2025

The staff and Governors wish you a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and thank you for all your support throughout the year.
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Today we bid a fond farewell to Mrs Whitter, one of our much loved Teaching Assistants, as she leaves to take up a new position in January at a school nearer to her home. We are grateful to her for the 12 years of dedicated service to the families of St Julie’s and to the support and guidance she has provided to so many children over the years. Mrs Whitter will be greatly missed but we wish her well in her new position.
What wonderful performances the children have put on during the past two weeks! They have been so excited to entertain their families in their Carol Services – each one was very different, some showcasing their musical instruments, their acting skills, sign language and their poetry. All the children performed with enthusiasm and confidence in front of their audience and raised the roof with their singing.

Nativity
Thank you to those who joined us in church for our nativity yesterday. It was wonderful to see the church so full of families and friends. Year 2 truly shone as they acted out the nativity beautifully and Alice and Lucas from Year 6 confidently narrated the events of the first Christmas. The whole school sang their hearts out creating a wonderful atmosphere, full of emotion and bringing home the true message of Christmas. My heart was bursting with pride for the children of St Julie’s; and then the Year 2 children finishing by singing Hallelujah by themselves was magical. Well done to all the children, a perfect end to our Autumn term and to the start of the fourth week of Advent.
Thank you to Cathy Gray for making new costumes for our nativity, they were well in need of an upgrade. I think the previous costumes were probably from the first ever school nativity – and the school is 60 years old in September!!
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Christmas Mass Schedule:

Christmas Eve (1st Mass of Christmas Day) 5pm at St Thomas of Canterbury (carols from 4.30pm)

Christmas Day 9.30am at St Julie (carols from 9am) and 11am at St Mary, Lowe House (carols from 10.30am).

St Stephen (26th December) 11am at St Thomas of Canterbury

New Year’s Day 9.30am at St Julie 
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Each week in assembly a Lunchtime Supervisors Award and Mrs Finney’s Kitchen Award are presented to children who have shown outstanding behaviour and good manners during lunchtime. At the end of each half term their names go into a draw for a Golden Ticket.

Today the winners of this half term’s Golden Tickets were invited to eat their lunch at the Golden table with special Christmas treats. Well done to Lilah and Sophia B from Reception, Marty and Noah from Year 1, Teddy V and Bella from Year 2, Teddy F and Sophie J from Year 3, Hugo G and Daniel R from Year 4, Freddie F and Freddie R from Year 5 and Annabelle and Joe from Year 6 - they certainly enjoyed their gold star treatment.

Thank you to all our lunchtime supervisors and kitchen staff who care for all the children, ensuring they are happy and well-fed at lunchtime.
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PFA volunteers

A massive thank you to all of our PFA who have worked tirelessly this term to raise much needed funds for our children at school. We very much appreciate the time that they take out of their busy lives to organise events, shop for what’s needed and then run the events. School really couldn’t do without them.

Thank you also to parents and friends who support the events, in person and by sending in donations.
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Winter Challenge 2025 – Children’s University
During the Christmas holiday, children from all year groups can earn credits for Children’s University by completing activities at home.  There are activities ranging from baking festive treats, creating and making, reading, being active, plus many more.  The Challenge sheet is attached with this bulletin or please see the Children’s University tab on the website for details of all the activities and how to submit the work for accreditation. Entries from the Winter challenge and photos/work will be displayed in school on the Children’s University wall in school.                 
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       St Julie’s Awards of the Week

	
	Star for showing core value of Unity
	Book explorer
	Marvellous mathematician

	Year R
	Sophia
	Olive
	Charlie

	Year 1
	Imelda
	James 
	Geoffrey

	Year 2
	All of Year 2
	Oliver
	Francis

	Year 3
	Florence
	Caleb
	Samantha

	Year 4
	Ali 
	Amaya
	Jacob

	Year 5
	Isla
	Nuala
	Ben

	Year 6
	Alice
	Annabelle
	Zachary
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	Year Group
	% Attendance for w/e 19.12.25

	Year R
	97.39

	Year 1
	98.18

	Year 2
	98.39

	Year 3
	94.67

	Year 4
	93.33

	Year 5
	94.57

	Year 6
	97.78


  Well done to Year 2 who had the highest attendance this week.
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100% attendance certificates for the Autumn term

I was delighted to reward 71 children with a 100% attendance certificate this morning in our final assembly of the term. Congratulations to them for being in school for every morning and afternoon session so far this year.  

The Winter Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF)

The Winter Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF) will be running from Monday 22nd December 2025 to Friday 2nd January 2026 for all eligible children, young people and families.

The activity bookings links will go live on Monday 8th December at 2.00pm for families to book their Winter activities, please note that activity places are subject to availability. We would like to ensure that as many eligible families take this offer up over the Winter to remove some of the financial burden to families who may already be on the brink.

Please see below the link to the HAF webpage with all of the information about the Winter programme. 

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/4060/Holiday-activities-and-food-programme
CAFOD Christmas Fun Run

All are welcome at CAFOD’s annual Christmas Fun Run at Wavertree Sports Park, L15 4LE on Saturday 27 December 2025. Registration open from 10am, and the run sets off at 11am. 3k and 5k route options available, pram friendly route and dogs on leads are welcome too. Festive attire is encouraged! We’d love to raise more sponsorship from this event. For a sponsor form or interest in volunteering at the event, please email Colette on cbyrne@cafod.org.uk or sign up now by visiting cafod.org.uk/christmasfunrun  Entry Fees: £10 adults | £5 children | £20 family ticket
Diary w/c 05.01.2026            After school clubs will commence the 2nd week back. Details to follow.
Monday

            School re-opens
Tuesday                                 Feast of the Epiphany
Wednesday

                                                         
Thursday                              Year 5 begin weekly swimming lessons at Queens Park Leisure centre
                                               Year 4 Sacramental Programme session 4, 3.20 - 4.00
Friday                                    
Further dates for your Diary
Thursday 15 January                         - Y3 Class Mass 9.30

Friday 23 January                              - Rock-Kidz day
Wednesday 28 January                     - Year 5 Crucial Crew (morning)  

Thursday 5 February                         - Year 4 Sacramental Programme session 5, 3.20-4.00
Friday 6 February
            
- Reception Hearing Screening

Friday 6 February                              - Young Voices concert at Co-op Arena, Manchester

Tuesday 10 February                         - Parents’ evening

Wednesday 11 February                    - Parents’ evening

Friday 13 February                             - School closes for half-term

Friday 13 February                             - PFA Valentine’s Disco

Monday 23 February                          - School re-opens
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“A caring family school, where we learn, grow and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.”                     

             St Julie pray for us, protect us and bless us.                         
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