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    ST. JULIE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL - ECCLESTON



   12/12/2025

Dear parents and carers,
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]As the Jubilee Year of 2025 draws to a close, this morning we gave thanks for our journey this year as Pilgrims of Hope. Together in assembly we watched and listened to a video message from Archbishop John Sherrington and reflected on how at Christmas, seeing the baby Jesus in a manger - in our cribs at school, in church or at home – reminds us that Jesus came to give us hope. We reflected on the pledges we have made and how we can continue to live those out by working in unity for a better future for our world. Many of the children shared their hopes for an end to wars. We talked about how we can play our part in this by being peacemakers ourselves, by being kind to those around us. The Archbishop shared his blessing and wished the children and their families a happy, holy and hope-filled Christmas.
You can see the Archbishop’s message here: 
 Archbishop Sherrington Education 1.mp4
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Advent

This Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent and we focus on the meaning of ’Joy.’ “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!” (Phil 4:4). On this Sunday we celebrate and rejoice in the eternal power of God.

Mass is at 9:30 am every Sunday at St Julie’s Church.

[image: image4.png]



Christmas Dinner and Wear it well for Willowbrook. 
On Wednesday children enjoyed a delicious Christmas Dinner cooked by Mrs Finney and her team in the kitchen. The children were invited to wear festive headwear in return for a donation to the local Willowbrook Hospice. Thank you for all your kind donations received.
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Year 2 Nativity and Christmas Carol Services

Everyone is invited to join us in St Julie’s Church for the performance of the Nativity by Year 2 on Thursday 18th December at 2pm. The whole school will be joining in with the Carols and the traditional retelling of the birth of Jesus, bringing us the true meaning of Christmas.
Refreshments will be served afterwards in the school hall. Donations of cakes will be gratefully received on the Thursday morning. Thank you.
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Christmas Party Days

A reminder that Monday is Christmas Party day for the Juniors and Tuesday is Christmas Party day for the infants. The children should come to school dressed in their party clothes but please remember that they will still be playing out at break and lunchtime so should be warmly dressed and have sensible footwear.
Party Lunches will be served at lunchtime to those who have ordered them.

Sacrament of First Forgiveness

Congratulations to our children in Year 4 who made their first Confession during the service of Reconciliation on Thursday evening last week, supported by their families. Thank you to Fr Henry and his fellow priests who led the children as they took the next step on their sacramental journey. Thank you to the staff and catechists who supported during the service.

Mass at St Julie’s Church is at 9:30am every Sunday
A reminder that the school car park is for staff only and that parents/grandparents must not drive down to drop-off or pick-up children. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Mini Vinnies – donations of men’s clothing in good condition
Minnie Vinnies would like you to support our local St Vincent de Paul charity shop on Cambridge Road. If you have any unwanted men’s clothes in good condition please take them along to the shop. They will then be distributed to people in the local area in need of clothing. Thank you.
175 Cambridge Rd, St Helens WA10 4HA opening 9am until 4.30pm Monday to Saturday.
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       St Julie’s Awards of the Week

	
	Star for showing core value of Unity
	Book explorer
	Marvellous mathematician

	Year R
	Alessandra
	Lissie
	Arabella

	Year 1
	Luca
	Felicity
	Mae

	Year 2
	Harry 
	Evie
	Isla

	Year 3
	Teddy F
	Reggie
	Nancy

	Year 4
	Kayla
	Alba
	Thea W

	Year 5
	Olivia
	Seth
	Gabriella

	Year 6
	Teddy B
	Elissa
	Xavier
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St Julie’s Church shop
The shop at the back of church is open before and after every Mass and has a variety of cards, prayer books, bibles and gifts on sale. They currently have a lovely selection of Nativity scenes of different sizes and packs of Christmas cards. Please pop along and take a look.

Sunday Mass 9:30am

Mass on Monday and Thursday morning at 9:30am.[image: image11.png]



	Year Group
	% Attendance for w/e 12.12.25

	Year R
	97.83

	Year 1
	100

	Year 2
	99.35

	Year 3
	99

	Year 4
	96.11

	Year 5
	92.86

	Year 6
	98.06


  Well done to Year 1 who had the highest attendance this week.

Useful website Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)
The Winter Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF)

The Winter Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF) will be running from Monday 22nd December 2025 to Friday 2nd January 2026 for all eligible children, young people and families.

The activity bookings links will go live on Monday 8th December at 2.00pm for families to book their Winter activities, please note that activity places are subject to availability. We would like to ensure that as many eligible families take this offer up over the Winter to remove some of the financial burden to families who may already be on the brink.

Please see below the link to the HAF webpage with all of the information about the Winter programme. 

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/4060/Holiday-activities-and-food-programme
CAFOD Christmas Fun Run

All are welcome at CAFOD’s annual Christmas Fun Run at Wavertree Sports Park, L15 4LE on Saturday 27 December 2025. Registration open from 10am, and the run sets off at 11am. 3k and 5k route options available, pram friendly route and dogs on leads are welcome too. Festive attire is encouraged! We’d love to raise more sponsorship from this event. For a sponsor form or interest in volunteering at the event, please email Colette on cbyrne@cafod.org.uk or sign up now by visiting cafod.org.uk/christmasfunrun  Entry Fees: £10 adults | £5 children | £20 family ticket
Diary w/c 08.12.2025            No after school clubs until the New Year

Monday

            Junior Christmas Party Day
Tuesday                                 Infant Christmas Party Day
Wednesday

                                                         
Thursday                               Nativity led by Year 2 in church 2pm – refreshments in the school hall                                              
Friday                                    8am Breakfast tennis Club

                                               3:20 School closes for Christmas break.
Christmas Mass Schedule:

Christmas Eve (1st Mass of Christmas Day) 5pm at St Thomas of Canterbury (carols from 4.30pm)

Christmas Day 9.30am at St Julie (carols from 9am) and 11am at St Mary, Lowe House (carols from 10.30am).

St Stephen (26th December) 11am at St Thomas of Canterbury

New Year’s Day 9.30am at St Julie

Further dates for your Diary
Monday 5 January 2026                    - School re-opens.  

Thursday 8 January                           - Year 5 begin weekly swimming lessons at Queens Park Leisure centre
Thursday 8 January                           - Year 4 Sacramental Programme session 4, 3.20-4.00

Thursday 15 January                         - Y3 Class Mass 9.30

Friday 23 January                              - Rock-Kidz day
Wednesday 28 January                     - Year 5 Crucial Crew (morning)  

Thursday 5 February                         - Year 4 Sacramental Programme session 5, 3.20-4.00
Friday 6 February
            
- Reception Hearing Screening

Friday 6 February                              - Young Voices concert at Co-op Arena, Manchester

Tuesday 10 February                         - Parents’ evening

Wednesday 11 February                    - Parents’ evening

Friday 13 February                             - School closes for half-term

Friday 13 February                             - PFA Valentine’s Disco
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Monday 23 February                          - School re-opens

“A caring family school, where we learn, grow and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.”                     

                St Julie pray for us, protect us and bless us. 
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