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	Literacy

We will begin the term by studying Star of Fear, Star of Hope by Jo Hoestlandt. Set during the Nazi occupation of France in World War II, this thoughtful and moving story explores themes of friendship, courage, fear and hope through the experiences of two young girls. As part of this unit, children will develop their understanding of narrative writing and use the text as inspiration to write a flashback, recounting key events from the story.
Later in the term, we will read The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield. This inspiring picture book tells the story of Hadfield's childhood dream of becoming an astronaut and links closely with our Science topic on Space. Using the text and additional research, children will learn about Hadfield's life and achievements before writing a biography.
	Mathematics

In mathematics, children in both Year 5 and Year 6 will begin the term by developing their understanding of place value, building confidence in reading, writing, comparing and ordering numbers. They will then move on to the four operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, where they will learn and apply efficient written and mental calculation strategies to solve increasingly complex problems.
As the term progresses, children will deepen their understanding of number through work on fractions, developing fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills in line with the White Rose Maths curriculum. Throughout all units, pupils will be encouraged to explain their mathematical thinking, make connections between different concepts and apply their knowledge to a range of real-life contexts.
	Reading 
This term, we will enjoy reading the inspiring novel Wonder by R. J. Palacio. As well as reading the story together for pleasure, children will explore key extracts in Guided Reading lessons to develop important skills such as prediction, retrieval, inference and explaining their ideas using evidence from the text.
Alongside our class novel, children will take part in weekly comprehension lessons using a variety of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts, many of which will link to our wider curriculum topics. These sessions will focus on the VIPERS reading skills: Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and Summarising.

We will also continue to encourage a love of reading by promoting regular reading at home, sharing book recommendations and discussing texts together.

	RE

This term, children will explore different beliefs about creation, spirituality and science. They will compare Christian teachings with scientific theories, considering how faith and science can coexist. Pupils will also examine Christian and Humanist viewpoints, developing an understanding of the similarities and differences.
	PHSE
Pupils will create a class charter of rules, explore their own gifts and talents, and learn how to work co-operatively with others. Children will also focus on becoming effective learners and consider the qualities of positive role models, helping them to build strong relationships and make positive contributions to the school community.
	French
This half term, children will build on their previous French learning by extending their vocabulary to express feelings and talk about others. They will learn about French school life, including school subjects and an authentic French timetable. Pupils will also develop their speaking skills by giving and justifying their opinions about school.

	Additional information

Physical Education
PE lessons will take place on Thursdays and Fridays. During the first half term, Mrs Ashdown's class will also attend swimming lessons on Monday afternoons. As a result, their PE lesson will take place on Thursday only.
Planners and Homework
Children should bring their school planner to school every day. Homework will be set on Thursdays and should be returned by Tuesdays. Tasks will support current learning, with Year 6 homework also helping to prepare children for SATs.

Reading and Times Tables
Children are encouraged to read regularly at home and practise their times tables using Times Table Rock Stars. We recommend reading and accessing TTRS at least three times per week to help build fluency and confidence.
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Science    �


As a scientist I will be investigating


How the circulatory system transports blood around the body


The different jobs of blood.








Art ���  ��


As an artist I will be learning


Create their own fonts through the form of typography


Research how artists can use both lettering and maps to tell a story.
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History


As an historian I will be learning about:


World War II and how it began


Liverpool’s role in the 2nd World War


Life during the 1930’s


The effects of war on the City of Liverpool.





Music	�


As a musician I will be learning:


Pulse, rhythm, pitch and musical structure through a contemporary pop ballad





Physical Education	   �


As a sports person I will be learning about:


Swimming – developing and improving the four basic strokes.


Fitness and the importance of a healthy body.


Dance – coordination, rhythm, timing, balance, movement and confidence.


Indoor athletics – speed, agility, coordination, endurance & determination.








Design and Technology �


As a designer I will be learning:


How to design and make different


types of Air Raid Shelters


How strong joints can be made


What constitutes a strong shape


How different materials change the overall properties of a structure








Geography  �


As a geographer I will be learning:


Map reading.


Grid reference skills


Geographical comparison


Global awareness
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