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Mission Statement
‘Nurturing Hearts and Minds’
God’s love is at the heart of all that we do at St Gabriel’s Catholic Primary School.
Hearts and Minds are nurtured in a stimulating and safe environment. We believe that every child is unique and we nurture each child through a creative and rounded curriculum to reach their full potential. Talents are celebrated and differences are respected within a strong, supportive Catholic community.
At St Gabriel’s, children learn to love, respect and care for each other and God’s entire world. Our school is a place where children are filled with a love of life and learning.

As a school, we are aware of our duties under the Equality Act 2010, and we take account of pupils’ race, religion and culture, and of pupils with SEN, a disability and the circumstances of other vulnerable pupils. We aim for this policy to work for the majority of pupils, however on occasion, we understand that adaptations may need to be made depending on circumstance.
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Our aims for history at St Gabriel’s Catholic Primary School:
• To reflect St Gabriel’s Mission Statement.
• To inspire children’s curiosity about events, places and people throughout history.
• To learn about the major events in the history of our country and of the world using investigative, analytical and communication skills. Additionally, they will learn how these events may have influenced one another.
• To develop a chronological knowledge within which the children can organise their understanding of the past. 
• To understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other times and places may have had different values and attitudes from ours. 
• To develop an understanding of the history of our local area and how life may be different now.

Intent 
At St Gabriel’s Catholic Primary School, our intent is to provide a knowledge-rich, ambitious and engaging history curriculum that enables all pupils to develop a secure understanding of the past and its significance in shaping the world in which they live today.

Our curriculum is designed to develop pupils’ historical knowledge, skills and understanding, while nurturing curiosity and encouraging children to ask thoughtful questions about the past. Pupils explore a range of historical periods, people, events and societies and are encouraged to make meaningful connections within and across their learning. Through this, children develop an increasingly secure sense of chronology and an understanding of concepts such as change and continuity, cause and consequence, similarity and difference, and historical significance.

We aim to develop young historians who can investigate the past using a range of primary and secondary sources, consider the reliability and usefulness of evidence, and understand that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways.

Our history curriculum is carefully planned to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum, ensuring clear progression in knowledge, vocabulary and historical enquiry from EYFS through to Year 6. Learning builds upon pupils’ prior knowledge so that children know more, remember more and are increasingly able to make connections between different periods of history.

We recognise the important role history plays in developing pupils’ cultural capital. Where appropriate, learning is enriched through educational visits, visitors, artefacts, high-quality texts and other experiences which bring history to life and broaden pupils’ understanding of Britain and the wider world.

Through our history curriculum, we aim to develop engaged, knowledgeable and curious learners who appreciate the complexity of the past and can reflect upon its relevance to their own lives and the world around them.

Implementation
History is taught as a distinct subject through carefully sequenced units of learning. Curriculum planning ensures that knowledge, historical concepts, enquiry skills and subject-specific vocabulary are progressively developed as pupils move through the school.

Teachers regularly revisit prior learning to help pupils retrieve key knowledge and make connections between previous and new learning. New knowledge is explicitly taught and modelled, with opportunities for children to apply their understanding through discussion, questioning, historical enquiry and a range of purposeful activities.

Chronology is developed progressively, enabling pupils to place people, events and periods within an increasingly secure chronological framework. Children are encouraged to make comparisons between periods and identify connections, contrasts and trends over time.

Historical enquiry is embedded throughout the curriculum. Pupils encounter a range of primary and secondary sources, including photographs, artefacts, written accounts, maps, images and historical texts. They are taught to ask questions about evidence, draw conclusions and recognise that historical accounts may differ depending upon the evidence available and how the past has been interpreted.

Teachers explicitly introduce and model historical vocabulary, with opportunities for pupils to revisit and use this terminology accurately when speaking and writing about the past.

Learning is adapted and scaffolded appropriately to ensure that all pupils can access and succeed within the history curriculum, while opportunities for challenge encourage pupils to think more deeply and independently.

Where meaningful, links are made with other curriculum areas to strengthen pupils’ knowledge and understanding without compromising the integrity of history as a subject. Educational visits, visitors, workshops and carefully selected resources further enrich learning and provide memorable experiences that contribute to pupils’ cultural capital.

Impact
The impact of our history curriculum is that pupils develop a secure and increasingly detailed knowledge and understanding of the past, alongside the skills needed to think and work as historians.

As pupils progress through the school, they demonstrate an increasingly secure understanding of chronology, historical concepts and historical enquiry. They are able to recall important knowledge, make connections between periods and explain how and why societies, people and events have changed over time.

Pupils become increasingly confident in using historical evidence, asking relevant questions and recognising that different sources and interpretations can provide different perspectives on the past. They use appropriate historical vocabulary when discussing and communicating their learning.

Teachers assess pupils’ understanding throughout lessons and units through questioning, discussion, retrieval activities and outcomes in pupils’ work. Assessment information is used to identify misconceptions, inform future teaching and ensure that pupils continue to make progress.

The quality and effectiveness of history provision is monitored through a cycle of book scrutinies, learning walks, planning reviews, pupil voice and discussions with staff. Findings from monitoring are used by the History Subject Leader and senior leaders to identify strengths, areas for development and priorities for future curriculum improvement.

Ultimately, we want pupils to enjoy history and see themselves as historians. By the time they leave St Gabriel’s, pupils will have developed a strong foundation of historical knowledge, an understanding of how we know about the past and the curiosity and confidence to continue exploring history beyond primary school.

2. Statutory Requirements
EYFS
In Reception, historical learning forms part of Understanding the World through child-initiated and adult-led activities. Children explore their own experiences and family histories, stories, photographs and objects from the past, developing language about past and present. Staff plan links into KS1, including homes, explorers and significant people, while recognising the distinctive role of EYFS provision. 
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KS1
In KS1, pupils learn about changes within living memory, significant events beyond living memory, significant individuals and comparisons between different periods. They develop chronological understanding, use everyday historical vocabulary, ask and answer questions and explore how stories and other sources help us find out about the past.
KS1 planning must identify significant historical events, people or places in the local area of Alsager or its surroundings. The taught location, historical learning and sources are recorded in the coverage map; this requirement is distinct from the Year 6 local history study.
The children will also learn about the lives of significant people in the past who have contributed to national and international accomplishments. The children will also compare aspects of life in different periods of history and how it is different to the present.
[bookmark: _Hlk89869866]Please see below the historical focuses for Year 1 and Year 2.
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Year 1
	Homes in the Past 

	Geography
	Intrepid Explorers
	Geography
	Famous Queens
	Geography

	Year 2
	Great Fire of London
	Geography
	Florence Nightingale
	Geography
	Seaside Holidays
	Geography



KS2
In KS2, pupils build on their prior knowledge and enquiry skills, developing secure chronology and making connections across British, local and world history. The coverage map supports checks of the required content, including Scots settlement, the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle through Edward the Confessor, the earliest civilisations overview and depth study, Greek influence, a study beyond 1066 and a specified non-European society contrasted with Britain.
Year 6 undertakes a local history study of Alsager. Unit planning identifies the enquiry question, period studied, essential knowledge, historical sources and assessment outcomes, making relevant connections between local and wider history.
During Key Stage 2 pupils also learn about significant people, events, and places from their living memory and beyond their living memory. They look at history in various ways, for example from political, economic, technological, and scientific, social, religious, cultural, or aesthetic perspectives. They use a range of primary and secondary sources of information to help them investigate the past using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people, and developments. They also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways. As well as making its own individual contribution to the school curriculum, history contributes to the wider goals of primary education. Teachers will ensure that cross-curricular links are used where appropriate.
[bookmark: _Hlk89869893]





Please see below the historical focuses each year group in KS2.
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[bookmark: _Hlk89869663]Year 3
	Prehistoric Britain
	Geography
	Early Civilisations and the Indus Valley

	Geography
	The Mayans

	Geography

	Year 4
	How can we find out about
Ancient Egypt?

	Geography
	Invaders and Settlers: Romans
	Geography
	Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots
	Geography

	Year 5
	Vikings vs Anglo-Saxons
	Geography
	Who were the ancient Greeks?
	Geography
	Titanic

	Geography

	Year 6
	The World at War (World War Two focus)
	Geography
	The Kingdom of Benin
	Geography
	Local History: Alsager
	Geography


 
3. Content and delivery
3.1 Planning
[bookmark: _Hlk89869640]We use and adapt the PlanBee scheme of work alongside the National Curriculum, curriculum overview and progression documents. Teachers retain the intended historical knowledge and enquiry while adapting texts, tasks and response formats to pupils’ needs. History is taught in Autumn 1, Spring 1 and Summer 1; geography is taught in the alternating half terms. EYFS follows its own provision. Planning identifies essential knowledge, vocabulary, sources and links to earlier learning, with meaningful opportunities for reading, oracy and Catholic Social Teaching.
3.2 Progress and Achievement
Teachers check pupils’ understanding regularly and use feedback to adapt teaching. Discussion, talk partners, self-assessment and appropriately supported peer assessment help pupils reflect on their learning. Progress is evaluated through pupils’ historical knowledge and enquiry, rather than the volume or presentation of written work alone. Appropriate challenge is provided for pupils ready to deepen their reasoning.
3.3 Assessment and Recording
Formative assessment informs subsequent teaching and adaptations. Pupils understand the learning objective and reflect on their understanding, supported by verbal or written feedback. An “I have learnt” reflection is completed at the end of each unit, with suitable support or an alternative response format where needed. End-of-unit assessment and ongoing teacher assessment inform DCPro judgements: working below, working at (expected standard/EXS), or working above age-related expectations. Staff use agreed criteria and moderation of selected work and oral evidence. Delayed recall checks identify retained knowledge and misconceptions. Reading, writing or language barriers are addressed so pupils can demonstrate historical understanding; the progress of pupils needing additional support is reviewed.
3.4 Resources
The history subject leader coordinates the maintenance and review of resources. Staff use books, images, maps, artefacts or replicas, historical accounts and suitable digital sources to support learning. A resource audit identifies what is available and prioritises gaps, including accessible texts and topic-specific source material. Effective teacher adaptations are shared to reduce duplication. Any purchases follow the school’s agreed process.
Visits, workshops and practical experiences are planned to enrich the intended historical learning, with appropriate access and support for pupils. Their value is reviewed through what pupils learn and can explain afterwards.
People with expertise or an interest in a particular topic or area of history could be invited into school to work with the children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family members or representatives of the local community.
3.5 Non-negotiables
· History teaching uses the intended PlanBee objectives alongside the agreed curriculum and progression documents, with appropriate adaptations to meet pupils’ needs.
· Teachers assess pupils during and at the end of each history unit and record judgements in DCPro as working below, working at (EXS), or working above age-related expectations, using agreed criteria.
· A history timeline is kept inside the front cover of the history book and used to connect periods and events.
· Each unit starts with a cover sheet identifying key vocabulary, learning objectives and an “I have learnt” reflection.
· Learning objectives on the unit cover begin with “To…”.
· Work is dated and linked to the numbered learning objective; practical and oral learning may be recorded through appropriate evidence.
· Aim to have a wow day, workshop or trip linked to history or geography each year.
4. Roles and responsibilities
4.1 The governing board
The governing board will approve the history policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation.
4.2 The headteacher
The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that history is taught consistently across the school.
4.3 Staff
The history subject leader Mrs S Maguire is responsible for the monitoring of the implementation of this policy. The subject leader is responsible for the monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in history. The subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, being informed about current developments and competitions in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The leader should report to the Head teacher on the success of the policy and to the governing body upon its review.
4.4 Pupils
Pupils are expected to engage fully in history lessons.

[bookmark: _Toc11230576][bookmark: _Toc32419091]5. Monitoring arrangements
The delivery of history is monitored by Mrs S Maguire through:
Monitoring follows the agreed annual timetable and includes planning and work samples, pupil and staff voice, assessment reviews and learning walks during taught history half terms. Checks consider historical knowledge, enquiry, vocabulary, retrieval, CST links and pupil access. Findings, agreed actions, responsibility and follow-up dates are recorded. Work checks are planned termly in line with the action plan, with activities kept proportionate.
[bookmark: _Toc25251515][bookmark: _Toc32419092]This policy will be reviewed by Mrs. S Maguire (Class Teacher and History Lead) and Mr E. Byrne (Headteacher) annually. At every review, the policy will be approved by the governing body and the headteacher.

6. Links with other policies
This policy links to the following policies and procedures:
· Geography policy.
· English Policy
· Art and Design Policy
· Design and Technology Policy

7. Links to Catholic Social Teaching

History provides meaningful opportunities to explore Catholic Social Teaching through accurate accounts of people’s lives and experiences. Teachers select relevant links rather than forcing a connection in every lesson, and help pupils explain a named principle using historical examples.

· Promoting peace – pupils consider the causes and consequences of conflict and the importance of working for peace, for example through Year 6’s World War Two study.
· Human dignity – pupils explore the experiences and contributions of different people, recognising the dignity of every person. The Year 4 Romans unit offers opportunities to discuss social groups and unequal treatment without judging people only by their status or achievements.
· Stewardship – pupils consider how people used and cared for land, water and resources, for example through farming and settlement in Year 3’s Prehistoric Britain unit. Discussion connects historical evidence with our responsibility to care for God’s creation.
· The common good – pupils consider how communities worked together and how decisions affected different people, for example through sanitation and settlement in the Year 3 Indus Valley unit.
· The option for the poor – pupils explore how poverty, housing and access to resources affected people’s experiences, for example in the Year 2 Great Fire of London or Year 5 Titanic units. Teaching encourages compassion and avoids presenting past societies or poorer communities as less worthy.
· Solidarity – pupils learn about people’s experiences across cultures and periods, listening to different perspectives and recognising our shared humanity. Black History learning and world-history units provide opportunities to value contributions and discuss fairness using accurate evidence.
· Creation and environment – pupils reflect on how places and landscapes have changed and how human choices affect them, where supported by the historical sources. For example, Year 2 Seaside Holidays can explore changes to coastal places and their use alongside stewardship.


Signed: 

Mr. E. Byrne
Headteacher

Mr. G. Silverlock
Chairman of Governors

Mrs S Maguire 
Class teacher and History, Geography and Music Lead
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