a Wednesday's Word

“The Church has the mission fo proclaim reconciliation.”
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we make mistakes and occasionally upset one another. The important thing is to overcome
such upsets in a loving way and become friends again. This is also known as reconciliation.
This Sunday's Gospel suggests ways of doing this peacefully and calmly. Astyowchilduho
have been their special friends over the years, even if they have had

Tell your children about the special friendships you have had over the years. me
you think makes a lasting friendship?

In the Gospel, Jesvs teaches us that we should always try hard to be reconciled - fo heal
relationships and fo try fo make friends again. Prayer is an important part of reconciliation.
We can ask Jesus, anytime, to bring peace to a situation, and fo guide us back to friendship.
We can’t always undo mistakes if we have done something wrong and upset someone, but we
can always leam from our mistakes and try to make amends. As a family, share ideas about
how to be reconciled with someone if things go wrong. Perhaps we can; say sorry if we have
done wrong; ask an adult fo help us make friends again. Can you think of other ways?

Jesus said to his disciples, *If your brother does something against you,
point out his fault to him when the two of you are alone together. If he
listens to you, then you have won your brother back. But if he does not
listen to you, then you should take one or two others along with .
you, so that every word you say may be confirmed by them.

If he still refuses to listen, tell the whole church community;
and if he even refuses to listen to the Church, treat him as an
outcast. | tell you truly, fftwoofyouonurthagncwhatfo
ask for, Mmyramcrmhcavcnunllgmfnmwoorthnc
come together in my name, there | am with them.*

Taken from the Gospel of Sunday 6 September. Maft, 18:15-20 (the 23" Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A)
Dear Lord Jesus, help us always to be ready fo make peace and to be reconciled with
our friends, neighbours and with you - to ive together in harmony and happiness. Amen.
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a wonderful way to be reconciled
with God through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation (Confession). Find out
more from your local parish church.




