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Dear Parents and Carers,


As the children move through school, reading remains an area of great importance.

In Year 3 the children will continue to have regular reading lessons throughout the week. We also expect the children to read and share books regularly at home.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Every child will have a reading book. Please ensure that this is in school every day as your child may be asked to read to an adult. Children on coloured book band books will be given chance to change books every Tuesday and Friday. Free readers can change their books whenever they have completed their book. 

Many children are becoming more independent in their reading. We are happy for those readers to spend time reading alone, but it is still really important that they also continue to spend time with you, daily, either reading or discussing the books. We find that many children encounter new vocabulary that they can read but do not necessarily understand and we encourage them to make a note of these words and ask an adult what they mean.

On the reverse of this letter are some suggestions for supporting your child with reading at home.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs. Granville, Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Statham




Helping with reading at home.  
As the children become more able in the skills of recognising and decoding words, and read with increasing fluency and expression, the focus changes to developing a secure understanding of the texts. 
During Key Stage 2, the children are expected to be able to:
· Explain the meaning of words in context
· Retrieve information and identify key details
· Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph
· Make, explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text
· Predict what might happen from details stated or implied
· Identify or explain how information or narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole
· Identify and explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases
· Make comparisons within the text

We work on these 8 elements during Reading lessons. The following are a few suggestions of the kind of questions that could be used at home to support the development of these areas.
1. On page __ or in this paragraph, find me a word that means __ e.g.  ‘In this paragraph find me a word that means happy.’  Joyful
2. How can you tell that (character’s name) was feeling __ e.g.  ‘How can you tell that that Jake was feeling nervous?’
3. Tell me three things you know about ____ e.g. ‘Tell me three things we know about the dragon.’
4. Look at this paragraph or page, Why did (character’s name) _____ ? e.g. ‘Why did the dragon steal the egg?’
5. Play true or false about the story
6. Do you think the author intended you to like / dislike this character? How do you know?
7. Which part of the story was the funniest/scariest/ saddest/ happiest? Find some evidence in the text to support your opinion.
8. Do you think the title of the book is appropriate? What would you have called it and why?
9. Find two sentences which describe the setting.
10. Would you like to read another book by this author? Why/ why not?
11. What might this mean? e.g. proudly
12. Why did …? e.g. the boy slam the door when he left the room?
13. What does the word, e.g. slam, imply?
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