
       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

Welcome back to school and the new term.  We hope everyone is well and you’ve 

been able to have a lovely Christmas and New Year.  This is just a reminder about a 

few things and to tell you about what has been planned for your child this term.    

 

Spring Topics 

English  The Abominables                                   Music Listen, respond, sing and perform 

Maths   Multiplication and division; Multiplying  RE    What happens when we die? 

              Fractions; Fractions, Decimals and        PSHE Caring and Responsibility; Safer  

              Percentages; Area and Perimeter;                   Internet Day; Children’s mental            

              Line Graphs; Time and Timetables                   Health; Families and Committed 

Science Animals including humans; Living Things           Relationships; It’s my Body  

              and their Habitats                               PE    Swimming, gymnastics,  

History The Mayan Civilisation                          hockey, netball, dodgeball              

Computing Video editing, Flat file-databases   Art I Need Space 

No Outsiders  Mixed – by Arree Chung;  Geography What is life like in the Alps? 

How to Heal a Broken Wing – by Bob Graham 

                         

English 

In English, will we be focusing on a book called The Abominables by 

Eva Ibbotson. Set in the Himalayan peaks of Nanvi Dar, we will be 

using this text to create a report, a first-person recount, descriptive 

writing and a non-chronological report. Throughout the term we will 

continue to concentrate upon improving our standards of presentation, 

spelling and how to use a range of punctuation accurately including 

full-stops, commas, question marks, exclamation marks, brackets, dashes and semi-

colons. 

 

In our reading sessions, the children will be encouraged to read a wide range of 

texts to continue improving their fluency and comprehension. We will be focussing 

on the skills of reading and retrieving, exploring vocabulary, predicting plus reading 

and explaining. We would be grateful if you would continue reading with your child 

for enjoyment and to ensure they are reading with understanding and fluency.  We 

recommend at least three times a week. 

 



 

 

Humanities 

In geography, our learning will be focussed around the 

Alps. We will be learning where they are located, what it 

is like there, why people visit and what life is like there. 

Also, we will be comparing what there is to do in the Alps 

to what there is to do in Alsager. 

In history, the Mayan Civilisation will be our focus. For 

this we will think about why we study the Mayans, how 

they were able to get so strong, what life was like and why 

the empire ended so suddenly.  

 

 

Maths 

In maths, mental recall, including times tables, doubling and 

halving numbers and number bonds is vitally important if 

children are going to make good progress. Using the internet, 

games or board games can help reinforce the maths needed for 

Year 5 in a fun and enjoyable way. Your child will be familiar 

with Times Table Rockstars and will have their own username and password for the 

site. Another super website is ‘Hit the Button’. This term, we will be multiplying and 

dividing; multiplying fractions and finding fractions of amounts; comparing decimals, 

fractions and percentages; finding perimeters and areas; and interpreting tables. 

 

Please be aware that if you would like to further support your child with any of 

these areas of maths, you will find a ‘Workbook for Parents’ for each unit on our 

homepage under ‘Curriculum’ then ‘Maths’.  Attached to the Year 5 class homepage, 

you will find a list of mental maths objectives and maths facts for each year group.  

 

Practical information 

The school gates will be opened at 8:50 to all children.   The school day will end at 

3:20 pm.   

 

It is important for children to drink water throughout the day.  Therefore, children 

may bring in bottles of water each day so long as the bottle has a secure lid. It is 

also really helpful if every bottle is clearly labelled.  Please can you remind your 

child to take their bottle home every night for washing and refilling.   

 

PE 

Our PE lessons will be on a Tuesday and Friday this half term. Please ensure that 

your child has suitable clothing for outdoor PE so a waterproof coat would be 

beneficial.  As the weather can be cold, we recommend that the children have warm 

tracksuits and layers of clothes for PE (no football tops, please).  They may also 

want to wear a hat and gloves.  We would be grateful if you could make sure that 



long hair is tied back and that earrings are removed or covered with micro-pore or 

similar on PE days.  

 

 

Homework 

A few reminders about homework. Mathletics homework will be set online every 

Friday to be completed by the following Sunday. Reading homework is 

given out weekly.  Although children in Year 5 are encouraged to read 

independently, we would urge you to continue listening to your child 

read whenever possible as fluency is an essential part of reading and 

helps comprehension.  Asking your child about what they have read also 

helps you to know whether they have understood the text.  Weekly spellings for the 

half term were sent home before Christmas with a date at the top of each column 

to let you know when each set is being tested.   The spellings for each week will 

support the spelling lessons that are taught in class throughout that week. You will 

also be able to find these lists on our class home page in the documents at the 

bottom. If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate in contacting us.  

 

Please look at Year 5’s webpage for more information about the learning that will 

take place in our class this term.  We look forward to a fabulous spring term with 

you and your child. Finally, should you have any queries or questions, please do not 

hesitate in contacting us through our contact email address 

(contact@excalibur.cheshire.sch.uk). We look forward to continuing the year 

working with you and your child. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Yours faithfully  

 

Miss McArdle and Mrs Steer 

 

     

           

 
 


