Pupil premium strategy statement – Huxley CE Primary School  
 
This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.  
It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year. 
School overview 
	Detail 
	Data 

	Number of pupils in school 
	63 (updated 68 census October 26)

	Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 
	18 (updated 19% census October 26)

	Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan covers 
	2026-2027 

	Date this statement was published 
	July 2026

	Date on which it will be reviewed 
	July 2027

	Statement authorised by 
	Rachel Gourley (Head) 

	Pupil premium lead 
	Rachel Gourley  

	Governor / Trustee lead 
	Laura Rhodes


Funding overview 
	Detail 
	Amount 

	Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year 
	£20,150  
 

	Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years (enter £0 if not applicable) 
	£0 

	Total budget for this academic year 
If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this funding, state the amount available to your school this academic year 
	£20,150 


Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 
Statement of intent 
	• 
	To supported mental health of our disadvantaged pupils 

	• 
	To support whole family in school attendance and barriers they face (financial, attendance, extra curricular opportunities)  


Challenges 
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils. 
	Challenge number 
	Detail of challenge  

	1 
	Social Anxiety/readiness to learn  

	2 
	Lack of enrichment/ opportunities  

	3 
	Family support needs 

	4
	Firm Foundations


Intended outcomes  
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 
	Intended outcome 
	Success criteria 

	To support children to develop their emotional language and well-being. 
	Children will have a bank of strategies that will support them in developing a better mind set so they keep trying with their work, even if they encounter difficulties in school or their personal life. 
Children will feel well supported at school and they feel a sense of achievement  both academically but also socially, emotionally in terms of developing resilience and preservice   

	To ensure support strategies are in place through quality first teaching and relevant support plans 
	

	Children are able to access wider opportunities  
	

	Children are supported in areas of attendance and family difficulties impacting on school attendance and wellbeing  
	


 
 
Activity in this academic year 
This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium funding this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 
Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 
Budgeted cost: £450 
	Activity 
	Evidence that supports this approach 
	Challenge number(s) addressed 

	CPD and resourcing for play  leaders
	Removing non-academic barriers. Unstructured times like lunch and break time can increase anxiety and social exclusion. By structuring these through trained play leaders can drastically reduce transition anxiety allowing pupils to return to class focussed and ready to learn  
	1


 
Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, structured interventions)  
Budgeted cost: £9150 
	Activity 
	Evidence that supports this approach 
	Challenge number(s) addressed 

	Brass lessons- Love Music Trust
	• Boosting Cognitive and Academic Skills: Music education supports key developmental areas, including language acquisition, working memory, spatial-temporal reasoning, and literacy/numeracy skills.
• Improving Engagement, Attendance, and Confidence: Participation in ensembles, band lessons, or peripatetic music programs fosters a strong sense of identity, self-efficacy, teamwork, and resilience. Ofsted notes that arts-based and targeted enrichment activities often correlate with higher pupil engagement, improved self-esteem, and better school attendance.
• Alignment with National Guidance: The Department for Education’s (DfE) National Plan for Music Education ("The Power of Music to Change Lives") and Music Hub frameworks emphasize that all children—regardless of background—should have pathways to learn an instrument, sing, and progress musically.
	2

	1:1 tutoring- where firm foundations are identified as not secure 
	Closing the Attainment Gap: Disadvantaged pupils in England often face an achievement gap that widens significantly from reception through secondary school (reaching roughly 19.2 months by the end of secondary school). Targeted interventions aim to accelerate progress so these pupils catch up with their peers.
	4


 
Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing) 
Budgeted cost: £10,550
	Activity 
	Evidence that supports this approach 
	Challenge number(s) addressed 

	Counselling / 
Emotional Wellbeing 
Support 


	Evidence shows that children experiencing disadvantage are more likely to face social, emotional and mental health challenges, which can negatively impact attendance, behaviour, engagement and attainment. Targeted counselling support provides pupils with a safe space to develop emotional regulation, resilience and coping strategies. The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) highlights that improving social and emotional learning can lead to an average of +4 months’ additional progress. By addressing emotional barriers early, pupils are better able to access learning and sustain positive relationships.  
 
	1  
2 

	Play Therapy 
	Play therapy is particularly effective for younger pupils who may struggle to verbally express emotions or trauma. Through structured therapeutic play, children can process experiences, reduce anxiety, and build confidence. Research suggests play-based therapeutic approaches improve emotional wellbeing, self-esteem and classroom readiness. This aligns with EEF evidence that targeted social and emotional interventions can positively impact behaviour and learning outcomes. 
 
	1 
2 

	Animal therapy /wellbeing day
	Disadvantaged pupils can experience additional social, emotional and mental health challenges that may affect their confidence, emotional regulation, relationships and readiness to learn. Animal-assisted wellbeing activities provide a nurturing, inclusive and engaging experience where pupils can develop confidence, empathy, communication skills and positive relationships. Interacting with animals can offer a calming experience, encourage emotional expression and support pupils who may find traditional approaches to wellbeing more challenging. A dedicated wellbeing day also provides disadvantaged pupils with access to enrichment opportunities that they may not otherwise experience, helping to promote inclusion, belonging and positive engagement with school.
	1


 
Total budgeted cost: £ £20,150 (additional counselling spend on top of this as and when needs arise)  

Part B: Review of the previous academic year 
Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils- taken from 24-25 statement  
Part B: Review of the 2025–26 academic year
Teaching – planned budget £7,500
	Activity
	Counselling / emotional wellbeing support and Play therapy

	Challenge(s) addressed
	1, 2

	Positive impact 
	Pupils were offered a safe and supportive space to explore feelings and develop coping strategies. The provision supported emotional literacy, resilience and readiness to engage with learning.

	Evidence
	Pupil feedback; referral and session records held by JK; staff observations of regulation, engagement and attendance.
Parent feedback in survey Autumn 2026 on review of year




Targeted academic support – planned budget £1,150
	Activity
	Family counselling sessions – one-to-one support

	Challenge(s) addressed
	1, 3

	Positive impact 
	Individual support strengthened relationships between home and school and helped families address barriers affecting pupils’ wellbeing and access to education.

	Evidence
	Family feedback; engagement records; support-plan reviews; attendance trends with H family, Feedback from G family on strategies to take forward at home. Parent feedback from J family



	Activity
	SNAP resource (£570 listed)

	Challenge(s) addressed
	1

	Positive impact 
	The SNAP resource supported staff in identifying and responding to social, emotional and mental health needs, helping tailor provision to individual pupils.

	Evidence
	Records of resource use; staff feedback; evidence of adapted support plans and pupil progress.



Wider strategies – planned budget £2,000
	Activity
	Art therapy

	Challenge(s) addressed
	2

	Positive impact 
	Creative sessions gave pupils an additional way to express emotions and build confidence, supporting inclusion, wellbeing and engagement.

	Evidence
	Pupil voice; provider observations.



	Activity
	Music therapy / lessons

	Challenge(s) addressed
	Not specified in source

	Positive impact 
	Music-based opportunities supported pupils’ confidence, expression, enjoyment and participation in the wider curriculum.

	Evidence
	Participation records; pupil voice; provider or teacher feedback.
Continued into Next term on request of parents and feedback 



	Activity
	Attendance workshops, coffee mornings and parent consultations (free)

	Challenge(s) addressed
	3

	Positive impact 
	Accessible opportunities for parents to engage with school strengthened communication and shared understanding of attendance expectations and available support.

	Evidence
	Event attendance; parent feedback; attendance data.



	Activity
	Support with uniform, snacks, trips and residential costs

	Challenge(s) addressed
	2, 3

	Positive impact 
	Financial support reduced barriers to inclusion, helping disadvantaged pupils participate in school experiences alongside their peers and arrive equipped for the school day.

	Evidence
	Records of support provided; trip and residential participation; family feedback.



	Activity
	Support for parents accessing externally run clubs

	Challenge(s) addressed
	2, 3

	Positive impact 
	Support with access to clubs broadened enrichment opportunities and helped pupils develop interests, confidence and a sense of belonging.

	Evidence
	Club participation and uptake; parent and pupil feedback.



	Activity
	Wellbeing – positive ponies (this changed to animal therapy session due to Ponies having to cancel)

	Challenge(s) addressed
	

	Positive impact 
	The wellbeing activity provided an engaging enrichment experience, promoting enjoyment, positive interactions and opportunities to develop confidence.

	Evidence
	Pupil voice; participation records; staff observations.



 
1 
1 
1 
