
 
Charanga Cycle B 
 
 

Year group 1/2 Warm-Up Games Progressive challenges within each Unit.  The games build over the year but the structure stays the same.  

 
 

Units of Work Differentiated Instrumental Progression Progression for Improvisation  Progression for Composition 

 

Year 
group 

Unit Title 
 
and theme 

Key One note Easy note 
range 

Medium 
note 
range 

Melody 
note 
range 

Challenge 1 Challenge 2 Challenge 3 With one 
note 

With 
three 
notes 

With five notes 

1/2 I wanna 
play in a 
band 
 
Playing 
together in 
a band.  
Rock 
Music. 

D F D,C G,F,C C,D,F Clap and 
improvise 
Listen and clap 
back, then listen 
and clap your 
own answer 
(rhythms of 
words) 

Sing, Play and 
Improvise 
Using voices and 
instruments, listen 
and sing back, 
then listen and 
play your own 
answer using two 
notes, with F 
moving to G. 

Improvise 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using F 
or F and G 

F F,G,A F,G,A, 
B flat, (A#) + C 

1/2 Round and 
Round 
 
Pulse, 
rhythm and 
pitch in 
different 
styles of 
music 

D minor D D,F,C,D D,E,F,G,A D,F,G,A,C Clap and 
improvise 
Listen and clap 
back, then listen 
and clap your 
own answer 
(rhythms of 
words) 

Sing, Play and 
Improvise 
Using voices and 
instruments, listen 
and sing back, 
then listen and 
play your own 
answer using two 
notes, with D 

Improvise 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using D 
or D and E 

- - - 



 
 moving to E. 

1/2 Zootime 
 
 
Reggae 
and 
animals 

C C C,D C,D C,D Clap and 
improvise 
Listen and clap 
back, then listen 
and clap your 
own answer 
(rhythms of 
words) 

Sing, Play and 
Improvise 
Using voices and 
instruments, listen 
and sing back, 
then listen and 
play your own 
answer using two 
notes, with C 
moving to D. 

Improvise 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using C 
or C and D 

C C,D,E C,D,E,F,G 

1/2 Ocean, 
Seas and 
Rivers 
(KS1) 
 
(Linking to 
whole 
school 
Geography 
topic) 

- - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year group 3/4 Warm-Up Games Progressive challenges within each Unit.  The games build over the year but the structure stays the same.  

 
 

Units of Work Differentiated Instrumental Progression Progression for Improvisation  Progression for Composition 

 

Year 
group 

Unit Title 
 
and theme 

Key Easy note 
range 

Medium 
note range 

Melody 
note range 

Bronze 
challenge 

Silver 
challenge 

Gold challenge  Starting notes Easy Option Harder 
Option 

3/4 Lean on Me 
 
Soul/Gospel 
music and 
helping one 
another 

C C,F E,F,G G,A,B,C,D,
E 

1 
Sing and Copy 
Back 
Listen and sing 
back 
 
2 
Play and 
Improvise 
Using your 
instruments, 
listen and play 
your own 
answer using 
one note: F 
 
3. 
Improvise 
Take it in turns 
to improvise 
using one note: 
F 
 

1. 
Sing, Play and 
Copy Back 
Listen and copy 
back using 
instruments, 
one note: F 
 
2. 
Play and 
Improvise 
Using your 
instruments, 
listen and play 
your own 
answer using 
one or two 
notes: F and 
sometimes G 
 
3. 
Improvise 
Take it in turns 
to improvise 

1. 
Sing, Play and Copy 
Back 
Listen and copy back 
using two notes: F and G 
 
2.  
Play and Improvise 
Using your instruments, 
listen and play your own 
answer using two notes: F 
and G 
 
3. 
Improvise 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using two notes: 
F and G 

C F, G,A C,D,E,G,A 



 
using one or 
two notes: F 
and sometimes 
G 

3/4 Glock 1 
 
Exploring and 
developing 
playing skills 
 

Multiple 
pieces 

D, E and D 
and C 

D, E, F 
And 
C, D, E 

N/A Improvise using 
the note D 

N/A Improvise using the notes 
D,E,F 

D or E D and E D and E 

3/4 The Dragon 
Song 
 
A pop song that 
tells a story 

G G G,A,B B,C,D,E,F,
G 

Improvise 
Challenge 1 
 
Listen and copy 
back using the 
notes G,A and B 

Improvise 
Challenge 2 
 
Using your 
instruments, 
listen and play 
your own 
answer using 
any of these 
notes G, A or B 

Improvise Challenge 3 
 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using all or any 
of these notes - G, A and 
B 

G,A G,A,B D,E,G,A,B 

3/4 Oceans, Seas 
and Rivers 
(KS2) 
 
(Linked to 
whole school 
Geography 
topic) 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Year group 5/6 Warm-Up Games Progressive challenges within each Unit.  The games build over the year but the structure stays the same.  

 
 

Units of Work Differentiated Instrumental Progression Progression for Improvisation  Progression for Composition 

 

Year 
group 

Unit Title 
 
and theme 

Key Easy note 
range 

Medium 
note 
range 

Melody 
note 
range 

Bronze 
challenge 

Silver challenge Gold challenge Starting notes Easy option Harder option 

5 First Access 
Brass 
Instrument 
tuition 

- - - - - - - - - - 

5/6 Fresh Prince of 
Bel Air 
 
Old School 
Hip-Hop 

- D,A G,A C,D,E,
F,A,A 

1. 
Play and copy 
back 
 
Copy back using 
instruments. Use 
1 note: D 
 
2. 
Play and 
Improvise 
 
Question and 
answer using 
instruments.  Use 

1. 
Play and Copy 
back 
 
Copy back using 
instruments.  
Use 2 notes: D 
and E 
 
2. 
Play and 
Improvise 
 
Question and 
Answer using 

1. 
Play and Copy 
back 
 
Copy back using 
instruments. Use 
3 notes: D, E 
and F 
 
2. 
Play and 
Improvise 
 
Question and 
Answer using 

D D,E,F D,E,F,G,A 



 
1 note in your 
answer: D 
 
3.  
Improvise 
 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using 1 
note: D 

instruments.  
Use 2 notes in 
your answer: D 
and E 
 
3. 
Improvise 
 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using 
2 notes: D and E 

instruments. Use 
3 notes in your 
answer: D, E 
and F. 
 
3. 
Improvise 
 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using 
3 notes: D, E 
and F. 

5/6 Jazz 1 
 
Jazz, 
Improvisation 
and 
composition 

C and Blues 
in C 

n/a n/a n/a 1. 
Bacharach 
Anorak 
C,D,E,F,G,A,B,C 
 
Meet the Blues 
C,Bb,G,F,C 
 
2. 
Play and 
Improvise 
Question and 
Answer using 
instruments. Use 
1 note in your 
answer: A. 
 
3.  
Improvise 
 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using 1 
note: A 

1. 
Play and Copy 
back 
 
Copy back using 
instruments.  
Use 2 notes: A 
and G. 
 
2. 
Play and 
Improvise 
 
Question and 
Answer using 
instruments.  
Use 2 notes in 
your answer: A 
and G. 
 
3.  
Improvise 
 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using 
2 notes: A and 
G. 

1. 
Play and Copy 
back 
 
Copy back using 
instruments.  
Use 3 notes: 
A,G and B. 
 
2.  
Play and 
Improvise 
 
Question and 
Answer using 
instruments.  
Use 3 notes in 
your answer: 
A,G and B.  
 
3. 
Improvise 
 
Take it in turns to 
improvise using 
3 notes: A,G and 
B. 

n/a n/a n/a 



 
5/6 Music and Me 

 
Create your 
own music 
inspired by 
your identity 
and women in 
the music 
industry. 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 


