
Online safeguarding updates
2026

Information gathered and shared through Cheshire East Training from Andy Cornall 
Cheshire Constabulary. 



Meeting objectives:

• Law and guidance
• Safeguarding statutory guidance. 
• Updates
• Social media
• Smartphones
• AI
• Online safety
• Impact in school





Then and now



New offences 







Smart phones and health

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/uk-
department-for-education_children-who-
spend-less-time-on-screens-have-activity-
7416520675718389760-
Nke8?utm_source=share&utm_medium=me
mber_android&rcm=ACoAAF-_I-
wBjGlG2eGdfRZh4ff2nV3pSEZGmi8



School curriculum



Follow our lead

No mobile phones at Dean Valley.
No mobile phones at Tytherington High

https://www.itv.com/news/granada/2025-10-07/students-are-talking-to-each-other-more-school-hails-success-of-phone-pouches



Social media and smartphones



Omegle – live chat





Social:

Transitions
Dining 



Support appropriate use



Tik Tok





New trends



• Penny in a plug challenge.
• 10 Benadryl challenge.
• Overdose on paracetamol challenge.
• Washing pod challenge. 
• Face scar challenge.



New Tik Tok live



Snapchat



Hidden communication



WhatsApp change



AI



How is AI used?





Look at hands.



Dangers of AI interactions





Roblox



YouTube

Where is Klaus? klicksafe (English version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4GKXsAOYZE


1 in 10 children (500,000 last year)  
have been impacted by sexual abuse.





Nude images



Report and remove



Pornography



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPEy0PdCciu/?igsh=amN4cTZpM2tsM25k 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPEy0PdCciu/?igsh=amN4cTZpM2tsM25k


Cyberflashing



Voice cloning 

'Me or AI' with James Nesbitt 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xp5VyXyUPBs


Digital footprint



Online grooming



Prevent

Leafy Cheshire…

Who?
Where?



It doesn’t happen here…

• https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/artic
le-14867953/The-Islamic-sect-
operating-orphanage-Crewe.html 

Power of social media
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Impact in the classroom









What children may do…







Support and guidance



UNICEF



My child wants a mobile phone.



What Can I do?                          Set Boundaries



• You choose the apps your child has.
• You choose when your child has a device.
• You choose where they use it. It is advised 

being away from the 
bedroom/bathroom/somewhere more 
isolated.

• You set times when they can have a 
device.



Asda

















Family link



If you need to make a report.                    101



Any 
questions?
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