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Welcome to the 
Early Years at St. 
Bert’s



What is Early Years?
•The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

covers the first stage of a child’s care from 
birth to five years old. It sets the standards 
to ensure that all children learn and 
develop, as well as keeping them healthy 
and safe.   

•All schools and Ofsted registered early 
years providers in England must Follow the 
EYFS. 



EYFS Curriculum
The curriculum in Reception is play based and is designed to meet the needs of 
young children through activities that are practical and experiential.

The type of provision offered in our Reception classes is very similar to the 
provision offered in nursery, although it differs in structure and formality as 
children progress through the year.

Children will be given opportunities to work under teacher direction in focused 
groups and also independently.

Children will learn both indoors and outdoors everyday.



In the EYFS are the Seven Areas of Learning. 

    Prime areas of learning: 
• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
Specific areas of learning:
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design At the end of the EYFS, there are 17 Early 

Learning Goals that children are expected to 
achieve. 





















Working Together

Support from parents is essential and 

therefore we hope that you will play a full 

part in their child's education.  There will be 

many meetings for parents at school, 

sometimes to discuss the work and progress 

of your child and sometimes to explain 

teaching methods used in school.  These 

meetings are mostly informative for you to 

learn about what goes on in  school.  

We can then work together for the good of 

your children. We see relationships between 

teachers and parents and between teachers 

and children as the very hub of our school life.





Transition 

We aim to make the transition to ‘big school’ as seamless as possible for the 
children… and their adults!

With this in mind we are;

•  Arranging to visit your child in their current setting.

•  Inviting your child into school for 2 sessions in July. 

•  Visiting your child at home to give them a little gift before they   start and 
to allow adults to ask any  questions they may have.

 These dates can be found in your welcome pack. 



Date Activity 

04/ 07/23 Children to visit school AM or PM session 

Please see letter in your transition pack 

11/07/23 Children to visit school AM or PM session  

Please see letter in your transition pack 

05/ 09/ 23 Home visits 

Please see letter in your transition pack 

06/09/23 Home visits 

 Please see letter in your transition pack 

07/09/23 Children to start full t ime 

20/09/23 Phonics and reading meeting for parents. 

In the reception classroom 6.00pm 

29/09/ 23 Phonics stay and play 9am- 10am 

06/10/23 Reading stay and play 9am- 10am 

13/10/23 Phonics stay and play 9am- 10am 

20/10/ 23 Reading stay and play 9am- 10am 

27/10/ 23 Stay and play 9am- 10am 

 



The School Day
•The children will start school full time on  Thursday 7th September. 

•The children come into school from 8.50am through the Weather Room 

shutters. We will be there to greet them. 

•The morning session runs until 12 o’clock at which time the children have 

their lunch. 

•The afternoon session begins at 1pm and finishes at 3.20pm for all children. 

Children leave through the Weather Room. 



School 
dinners



Playtime

•  Children go out to play with the rest 

of the school.

•  Free fruit is provided for the 

children to have as a snack.

•  You can provide your own snack but 

it must be fruit or a heathy snack.



Uniform
•       Grey trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore        

•       White shirt/polo shirt     

•       Black shoes (not trainers)  

•       Grey or red sweater/sweatshirt/cardigan       

•       Red or grey tights/knee length white/

      grey socks   

•       Red and white summer dress

Please ensure all uniform has your child’s name in it.

P.E. Kit
•  School T shirt/
    white T shirt
•  White shorts 
•  Pumps
•  Pump Bag 



Outdoor Play
In reception we do not let the weather 

stop our play. However, it is no fun playing 

out when you are cold and wet! For this 

reason, we ask if you could provide your 

child with a waterproof puddle suit and a 

pair of wellies. Please make sure that 

your child knows what theirs looks like. 

You can decorate them with something 

recognisable to them to help with their 

independence.



Absences 

•  If your child is unable to attend school due to illness or any other reason, please 

let school know as soon as possible on the first day of absence. 

• The fullest co-operation is extended to parents regarding time off for children 

who attend dental and other clinical appointments. Please aim to keep these 

absences to a minimum as they break the flow of a child's education. 

•  If your child has to leave school during the day please ensure that the child is 

personally collected from school. Children cannot be released during the day 

unless they are accompanied by an adult.



Medication

• Please note that we can only give medicine to children if it has been prescribed 
by a doctor. If you require us to give medicine, you must take it to the school 
office and will be asked to fill in a permission form.  Medicines are kept in a 
locked cupboard at all times.

• For children with regular medication e.g Inhalers. A copy of the medication form 
has been provided in your welcome pack. Please fill this in and return to school 
with their medication. This will be kept in school. 

• If your child has an accident, or is ill in school, we will contact you. It is important 
to keep your contact details up to date.



School Holiday Dates

•  A copy of the school holiday dates is in your welcome pack.

•  You can find them on the school website at www.stbertelines.org.uk. 

•  Please avoid taking time off in term time. If you need to take extra term-time 

holidays, please see the Headteacher before booking.  Only in exceptional 

circumstances will permission for absence be authorised.

http://www.stbertelines.org.uk/


Getting ready for school
Below are a few things that you can do before your child begins school that will help them to settle 

in and feel comfortable.

• Clearly label all items of clothing – including coats, hats, gloves and shoes, lunch boxes and book 

bags. Also, please check from time to time that the labels are still in place and clear.

• Encourage your child to be responsible for putting away their own things. They will be 

encouraged in school to put book bags, books, lunch boxes, water bottles, coats and jumpers in 

their correct places from the beginning of the school year.

• Allow your child to practice dressing and undressing, including using fasteners that they find 

difficult. 



• Encourage your child to be as independent as possible. We are happy to support your child with 

dressing and undressing when necessary, but do encourage them to have a go.

• Encourage your child to feed him/herself and use a knife and fork independently. Praise your 

child for showing good table manners.

• Reinforce independent toileting and also hand washing and drying.

• Encourage your child to listen carefully at appropriate times and follow simple instructions.

• Support your child to take turns when sharing games and activities.

• Encourage a sense of responsibility by asking your child to clear away their toys independently. 



Talking about school
We aim to make the move into our school as happy as possible. You can help us by… 

• Encouraging them to look forward to school and feel excited about their new experience. 

•  Being positive, as this will help them to feel positive too. 

•  Saying goodbye and explaining clearly that you will be coming back to get them later. Please 

remember, if your child cries when you leave, a staff team member will be there to support and 

reassure your child. We find that children generally calm down and become involved in what is 

going on in the classroom within 5 – 10 minutes. We appreciate that this can be upsetting, but 

do not worry as we will work together to support your child through this period of transition.  

• When you pick up your child, ask them about their day and what they have been doing. 

• Praise and reward them for settling well. 
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